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_NO UNION WITH SLAVEHOLDERS! 


—_—_ 


THE 0. 6 CONSTITUTION 4 COVENANT WITH DEATH 
AND AN AGREEMENT WITH MBLL.’ 





ce * Yes! it cannot be denied—the slaveholding 
lords of the South prescribed, as a condition of their 
assent to the Constitution, three special provisions to 
secure the perpetuity of their dominion over their 
slaves The first was the immunity, for twenty years, 
of preserving the African slave trade; the second was 
the stipulation to surrender fugitive slaves—an en- 
gagement positively prohibited by the laws of God, 
delivered from Sinai; and, thirdly, the exaction, fatal 
to the principles of popular representation, of a repre- 
sentation for slaves—for articles of merchandize, under 
the name of persons. . . To call government thus con- 
stituted a democracy, is to insult the understanding of 
mankind. It is doubly tainted with the infection of 
riches and slavery. Its reciprocal operation upon the 
government of the nation is to establish an artificial 
majority in the slave representation over that of the 
free people, in the American Congress, and thereby 
to make the PRESERVATION, PROPAGATION 
AND PERPETUATION OF SLAVERY THE VI- 
TAL AND ANIMATING SPIRIT OF THE NA- 
TIONAL GOVERNMENT.’—Jouw Quincy Apams. 
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may be their position or their ultimate parposes, they 
must, sooner or ater, find that the law is irresistible 
and overwhelming. The people have been so long 
accustomed to absolute repose and security under 
the quiet administration of law, that they are not 
easily brought to believe that it can be obstructed, 
much less to contemplate the consequences of its 
overthrow. 

But let them be startled by acts of violence and 
systematic resistance, let it be brought home to them 
as a practical question, whether they will live under 
law, administered by responsible public agents, or 
under the dominion of a mob, impelled by passion, 
guided by no rule, and subject to no restraint, and 
they will rush to the support of the constituted 
authorities, and indignantly repress the spirit of an- 
archy. 

The statute of 1850, chapter 60, after providing 
that the claimant of a fugitive from labor may have a 
warrant for his arrest, or seize him without process, 
proceeds, in the 7th section, to enact, ‘ That any Er 
son who shall knowingly and willingly obstruct, hin- 
der or prevent such claimant, his agent or attorney, 
or any person or persons Jawfully assisting him, her, 
or them, from arresting such fugitive from service or 
labor, either with or without process as aforesaid, or 
shall rescue, or attempt to rescue, such fugitive from 
service or labor, from the custody of such claimant, 
his or her agent or attorney, or other person or per- 
sons lawfully assisting as aforesaid when so arrested, 
pursuant to the authority hereby given and declared ; 
or shall aid, abet or assist such person so owing ser- 
vice or labor, directly or indirectly, to escape from 
such claimant, his agent or attorney, or other person 
or persons legally authorized as aforesaid; or sha)l 
harbor or conceal such fugitive, so as to prevent the 
discovery and arrest of such person, after notice or 
knowledge of the fact that such person was a fu- 
gitive from service or labor as aforesaid, shall for 
either of said offences be subject to fine and impris- 
onment.’ 

I have thus, as I proposed, called your attention to 
certain acts of Congress and provisions of the Con- 
stitution. They are the law of the land, and jt is our 
most solemn duty faithfully to execute them, In the 
words of the oath you have just taken, you are to do 
this * without fear, favor, affection, or hope of reward,’ 
presenting ‘things truly, as they come to your 
knowledge, according to the best of your under- 
standing.’ 

Here I might close ; but as great efforts have been 
made to convince the public that the recent law 
cannot be enforced with a good conscience, but may 
be conscientiously resisted ; and an impression may 
have been made on some of your number, thus pre- 
senting an obstacle to the discharge of a plain le- 
gal duty, [ deem it proper to advert briefly to the 
moral aspects of the subject. 

In this part of the country, the convictions of our 
understanding, our moral sentiments, and our reli- 
gious opinions, are adverse to the institution of Sla- 
very. Hence some are ready to conclude, in the first 
place, that the provision of the Constitution for de- | 
livering up fugitive slaves must be morally wrong ;| 
and, inthe next place, that laws made to carry it into 
effect are to be disobeyed and resisted. Neither of 
these propositions legitimately follow from the prem- 
ises, 

As to the first. The States, without the Consti- 
tution, would be to each other foreign nations. The 
first duty of every nation is the preservation and pro- 
tection of its own citizens. It is for this, primarily, 


| that political societies are formed and their restraints 


submitted to. If, then, any nation finds that hospi- 
tality to foreign fugitives is inconsistent with its own 
peace and safety, it has a right to refuse such hospi- 
tality, and to say to all such foreigners, we cannot 


| receive you amongst us,and if you come, we must de- 


liver you up to the dominion of your own government, 
and it may rightfully make a compact with such gov- 
ernment for such delivery. Whether the peace and 
safety of the nation do infact require or authorise 
such compact, it is for the nation itself to decide, 
and its decision is to be submitted to and its en- 
gagements faithfully performed. 

_ Those therefore who have the strongest convic- 
tions of the immorality of the institution of slavery, 
are not thereby authorized to conclude that the pro- 
vision for delivering up fugitive slaves is morally 
wrong, or that our fathers in Massachusetts did not 
act wisely, justly, humanely, in acceding to the com- 
pact of the Constitution. 

But, secondly, even those who go to the extreme 
of condemning the Constitution and the laws made 
under it as unjust and immorai,cannot, even upon such 
an assumption, justify resistance. In their view 
such laws are inconsistent with the justice and be- 
nevolence and against the will of the Supreme Law- 
giver, and they emphatically ask which shall we 
obey, the law of man or the will of God. I answer, 
obey both. The incompatibility which the question 
assumes does not exist. Unjust and oppressive laws 
may indeed be passed by human governments. But 
if Infinite and Inscrutable Wisdom permits political 
society having the power of human legislation to es- 
tablish such laws, may not the same Inf nite and In- 
scrutable Wisdom permit and require the individual, 
who has no such power, to obey them ? 

_ Can you say that it is His will that we shall rise up 
in forcible resistance, overthrow the power of the 
Government, and, instead of the peace and security 
of organized society, introduce the dominion of an- 
archy and violence? Are not such the appointed 
means for their —- Unjust “laws have al- 
ways existed. Until a recent period, poor and hon- 
est debtors were even here oppresively imprisoned ; 
and in England, stealing to the value of more than 
one shillmg was punishable with death, and their 
code numbered more than one hundred and fifty cap- 
itai offences. The wise and good saw that these 
laws were cruel and unnecessary. They did not rush 
to arms, or counsel disobedience. 

But by the diffusion of knowledge, by reason and 
persuasion, they changed the public mind, and the 
laws were peacefully ameliorated. The fruits of justice 
and benevolence, like those of the natural world, are 
to be nurtured by mild and genial influences. The 
punishment of death is still inflicted by our laws.— 
Many good men firmly believe that society has no 
right to take the life of one of its members. With 
them capital punishment is the highest injustice and 
the greatest wrong that can be inflicted. But they 
do not counsel resistance, to convulse society and 
overthrow the government, but quietly and conscien- 
tiously submit to the peaceful execution of the law. 

But, we are told by some, that the law being mor- 
ally wrong, conscience tells them to resist it. Con- 
science, indeed, isto be reverenced and obeyed, but 
still we must remember that it is fallible, especially 
where the rights of others are concerned, and may 
lead us to great injustice. Some have an impression 
that it is the divinity within them, an unerring and 
infallible guide. Hence they cannot believe or con- 
ceive that opposition to their views can be conscien- 
tous. Itis this lurking fallacy, this tacit assumption 
of personal infallibility, that makes them intolerant 
toward others, and inaccessible to argument. I speak 
not of those who believe that they have special in- 
Spiration from above, that a miracle has been wrought 
for their guidance, Such are brent the scope of 





human reason, and fit subjects either of consecration 


on reality or delusion. 
der the dominion of the established laws of the mor- 
al and intellectual world, conscience is fallible. The 
annals of the world abound with enormities commit- 
ted by a narrow and darkened conscience. A man 
may ineur great mora] guilt, not, indeed, by tollow- 
ing his conscience, but by neglecting the means of 
rectifying and enlightening it. Its dictates are va- 
ried, not only according to the moral constitution, 
but the intellectual power, and extent of information 
of the individual. The purer the motive, the more 
extensive the knowledge, and the greater the men- 
tal ability, the more enlightened will be the con- 
science, and the more correct its decisions. 

The moral faculty or moral judgment being thus 
fallible, there may be a conflict of consceinces. Let 
me presentan illustration. A ship arrives with sick 
passengers. One class of men insist that the dis- 
ease is contagious, and that they shall not be per- 
mitted to land and spread a general pestilence. An- 
other class insist that it isnot contagious, and that it 
would be cruelty to compel them to remain on ship- 
board, aggravating their sufferings and their danger. 
With both it isa question of humanity—of con- 
science. 

Again, certain strangers seek an asylum amongst 
us. One class of ourcitizens see in them only fugi- 
tives from oppression, whom we can easily and se- 
curely receive and protect. Another class believe 
that they bring with them, not physical, but moral con- 
tagion, that their presence will endanger the public 
peace and individual safety; that it may embroil us 
with other States, and bring upon us the sufferings 
and horrors of external and internal war and convul- 
sion. The one class urge the obligations of hospi- 
tality and benevolence, the other the obligations of 
self-preservation, and the sacred duty of preserving 
those whom nature and society have committed to 
their protection. 

Both are equally sincere, conscientious and reso- 
Jute. Whichshall yield? Is there no appeal but to 
force? Yes! And the arbiter must be society, or- 
ganized society, pronouncing its decision through its 
regularly constituted agents. This is the moral 
judgment, the embodied conscience of the political 
community. To this not only is each individual 
bound to submit, but it is a new and controlling ele- 
ment in forming his own moral judgment. An act 
which before may have been innocent, is now crimi- 
nal; and its commission not only opposed to the will, 
but subversive of the order, peace, existence of the 
political society. 

Obedience isa moral duty. This is as certain 
as thatthe Creator made man a social being, and de- 
signed that he should live, not in perpetual anarchy, 
but in peace and security ; for human government is 
the only means which Infinite Goodness has _provi- 
ded for preserving us from unceasing conflict and 
violence. T'o obey the law of the land is, then, to 
obey the will of God. 

It may be asked—is resistance never justifiable ? 
Is there no exception ? I answer, yes! When op- 
pression present and prospective is so great as to jus- 
tify a resort tothe ultimate right of revolution. But 
this is not to be done from impulse or feeling, but 
from the calm and careful consideration of the dan- 
gers and difficulties of the proposed remedy. 

A wise man will reflect that evils, great evils, must 
exist under every human government ; that a perfect 
fabric cannot be made of imperfect materials, and 
that whatever he may attempt, he must still work by 
and with infalllible man, with all his blindness, weak- 
ness and passion. 

If, after a deliberate contemplation of the convul- 
sions and miseries attending the overthrow of the 
existing government, and the hazards and uncer- 
tainties of establishing a better on its ruins, he firmly 
believes the permanent happiness of the community 
requires the attempt, he may conscientiously make it. 
Under a despotism, such a case may occur not un- 
frequently, but we can hardly suppose it to exist in 
a republic, where the laws are made by the people 
themselves, through agents freely appointed, for short 
periods, by frequent elections. 

In our own country, if there be any who, contem- 
plating the infirmaties of our nature and the history 
of our race, looking at what has been accomplished 
in all the ages that have passed, and what is now 
the condition of mankind under all other political in- 
stitutions, and then looking at our own government, 
its history, its hopes, its past performance and fu- 
ture promise, desire its destruction, in the vain and 
desperate hope of establishing a better in its stead, 
they must be inaccessible to reason or remonstrance, 
and of that unfortunate class in whore minds judg- 
ment is dethroned, and monomania holds usurped 
dominion. 











Sclections. 


From the New York Independent. 


CHARGE OF JUDGE SPRAGUE IN THE 
CASE OP SHADRACH. 
BY REV. GEO. B. CHEEVER. 

We have seen that the fundamental ground of the 
obligation of obedience to unjust law, as presented 
by Judge Sprague, is Power. The inscratible and 
infinite wisdom of God having permitted such unjust 
law to be established by those who have the power, 
the same infinite and inscrutible wisdom may permit 
and require the individual having no such power to 
obey it. 

*So I returned, and considered all the oppressions 
that are done under the sun; and beheld the tears of 
such as were oppressed, and they had no comforter, 
and on the side of their oppressors there was Power.’ 

How remarkably the fact, as recorded in God's 
Word, coincides with tte theory as laid down by the 
Judge. Power is the sole foundation and obligation 
of unjust law; but there is an intinite gulf between 
the fact that power is so permitted, and the conclu- 
sion that the oppressive law ordained by power is 
law ordained of God. ‘If thou seest the oppression 
of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and 
justice in a province, marvel not at the matter; for 
He that is higher than the highest regardeth; and 
there be higher thanthey.” 

The theory thus proposed is that of Tyranny and 
Despotism. Let us now see how it corre with 
fact, as recorded not only in God’s Word, but in the 
writings of one of the greatest thinkers ever in our 
world, under an almost unlimited despotism, that of 
Louis XIV., in France, the writings of the celebrated 
Pascal. In the 27th chapter of his Thoughts on Re- 
ligion, he introduces the subject of Justice thus: 
‘As fashion makes pleasure, so does it justice. If 
men really knew what justice is, they would never 
have admitted this commonest of all maxims through- 
out the world, that each should follow the customs of 
his own co . Real equity would have subju- 
gated all nations p bapa rs erro fe and legis- 








lators would not have taken, in the stead of this inva- 
riable rule of right, the ies-and caprices of Per- 
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ali the States of the earth, and at all times.’ 
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‘Justice is that which is by law established; and 
here all our established laws are to be necesurily 
accounted just, because they are established. 

Undoubtedly an equality of rights is just, but not 
being able to compel men to be submissive to justice, 
legislators have made them obedient to force. . . The 
power of the plurality is the best way, because it is a 
visible power, and it has force to command obedience. 
Yet this is the counsel only of inferior men. If they 
could, they should have put power into the hands of 
justice ; but since power will not let itself be used as 
men please, because it is a palpable quality, whiie jus- 
tice is an intellectual quality, of which they may dis- 
pose as they please, they have placed justice in the 
hands of power, and now they call that justice which 
Power requires to be observed.’ 

‘Justice may be disputed, but power speaks pretty 
plainly, and without dispute. So that it needs but to 
give power to justice; but seeing that it was not pos- 
sible to make justice powerful, they have made the pow- 
erful just.’ 

‘It is dangerous to tell the people that the laws are 
not just; for they only obey them because they believe 
them to be just. They must be told, therefore, at the 
same time, that they must obey them as laws; as they 
obey their superiors, not because they are just, but 
because they are their superiors. If you make them 
comprehend this, you prevent all sedition. This is 
the true definition of justice.’ 

‘It were well for the people to obey laws and cus- 
toms, because they are laws; and that they under- 
stood thatjthis made them just. On this ground, they 
would never deviate from them; while, on the other 
hand, if their justice is to rest on any other basis, it 
may easily be brought into question, and then the 
people are made liable to revolt.’ 


Such is the perfected theory of a despotism, wheth- 
er Pascal was ironical, or whether he had a deeper 
train of logic in his mind than these detached 
thoughts indicate. The theory is that of absolute 
Power instead of Justice, as the ground of obedi- 
ence. Law must be obeyed, not because it is just, 
but because it is law, with power to enforce it. The 
people must not be permitted to inquire into its jus- 
tice, for that might make them seditious, might dis- 
pose them to revolt. But if you can make them 
comprehend that whatever is law is justice, and is 
to be obeyed, not because it is justice, but be- 
cause it is law, you prevent all sedition. We sup- 
pose it is on this ground that Mr. Webster has re- 
minded the Common Council of Boston that they 
know the difference between considering about a 
law before it is passed, and the necessity and du- 
ty of unquestioning obedience the moment it is law. 
The moment it is law, you are to obey, asking no 
questions for conscience’ sake, because Jaw has 
Power to enforce it,and the people must be made 
to comprehend, and so must Common Councils, that 
whatever is law is to be obeyed, not because it is 
justice, but because it is law. 


State, despotic power would say to the people, the 
State is your Conscience, and your Religion, obey 
it as the will of God, just or unjust. 

We will only add at present, that in a publication 
of some years since by Judge Sprague, we find the 
following sentiment courek ‘as an inextinguishable 
truth, which has never been, and never can be whol- 
ly eradicated from the human heart, placed as it is 
in the very core andcentre of it by its Maker, that 
man was not made the property of man, that human 
power is a trust for human benefit, and that, when it is 
abused, resistance becomes justice and duty? 

Connected with this, we may ponder a remark of 
Judge McLean, as follows: * An unconstitutional 
act of Congress imposes no obligation on a State or 
the people of a State, and may be resisted by an in- 
dividual or a community. No one, I believe, will con- 
trovert this, 

Then, a fortiori, an unjust act of Congress, sup- 
posing such were passed, imposes still less obligation, 
unless these gentlemen are willing to assume that 
the claims of God and justice are less imperative 
than the claims of unjust law, and that the authori- 
ty of God’s Word is less sacred than the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 





SPEECH OF THE HON. HORACE MANN, 


of the Opponents of the Fugitive Slave Bill, held in 
the Tremont Temple, Boston, on the 9th inst., as 
reported in the ‘ Commonwealth.’ 


Gentlemen--I thank you cordially for the honor of 

being called to this place; though I could have 
wished that your choice had fallen upon some one 
of the many meritorious men whom I see all around 
me. 
Gentlemen—I have come here to-day to add my 
feeble voice to the thunder-tones of execration, 
against the Fugitive Slave Law, with which every 
free State in this Union, and every free community 
upon the earth, are now re-echoing. 

Sir, I do not propose to occupy your attention 
long. Where so many things are to be said, and 
so many persons far better qualified than I am are 
present to say them, I shall consult at once your ad- 
vantage and my duty, by being brief. 

We have come together with especial reference to 
the Fugitive Slave Law; but that execrable statute 
connects itself so directly with almost every other 
prominent measure of the Government, and with the 
leading acts of our public men, during the past year, 
that it opens the whole subject of human liberty and 
our duty in regard to human rights. Especially 
does it behoove us to inquire, by what means, by 
whose instrumentality, the country has been insti- 
gated to this treason against the rights of men, and 





So again, in his speech at Annapolis, Mr. We)- 
ster instructs the assembly and the people that they | 
must obey, in silence and without questioning, the| 
recent laws in support of slavery; not a word is to| 
be said, not an inquiry to be made, as to justice ; that 
way, there is danger of sedition. The law is law, 
on must be obeyed at all hazards. ‘ We are to hear 
no parleying upon it. Weare to listen to no modi- 
They were passed in conformity with the 
provisions of the Constitution, and they must be per- 
formed and abided by, in whatever event, and at what- 
ever cost.’ 

There speaks, not the master merely, but the des- 
pot. But Mr. Webster will find that this imperious 
style of command, as if the legislator were a slave- 
holder among his servants, is brutum fulmen; it 
only rouses indignation and a return of scorn. Con- 
science is not thus to be silenced or brought to sub- 
mission, The question will burst up, Is ir rien ? 

At whatever cost, thou sayest! Is that the theory 
of expediency? But what if it cost the Union? 
We may not agitate the question of obedience for 
conscience’ sake, because that may cost agitation, 
conflict, strife; but the recent law must be executed, 
just or unjust, AT WHATEVER cost! 

The theory is that detailed by Pascal of despotic 
power, to be regarded in all cases as justice, and to 
be obeyed, in all cases, as the will of God. The 
doubts, anxieties and obligations of conscience are 
easily disposed of, without any reference to God’s 
word, any appeal to God’s revealed will, as the arbi- 
ter. Let us examine, on this point, the decision of 
Judge Sprague. 

‘ But we are told by some that the law being mor- 
ally wrong, conscience tells them to resist it’ How 
does Judge Sprague meet this? First, by an argu- 
ment or representation as to the darkness, uncertain- 
ty and fallability of conscience ; and all this without 
one word of reference to the Divine Revelation of 
the will of God as the law and guide of conscience. 
But the ‘moral faculty, or moral judgement, being 
thus fallible, they may be a conflict of consciences.’ 
What does the judge say in this case ? 

He first takes the supposition that both the con- 
sciences in conflict are equally sincere, conscien- 
tious, and then asks, which shall yield? Is there 
no appeal but to force? He answers, yes. ‘ And 
the arbiter must be’—reader, what would you sup- 
pose that a learned judge, in a Christian land, would 
point out as the arbiter of conscience? Must there 
not now be some reference to God’s word, God's 
revealed will, as of some authority in the matter? 
Not at all, where unjust law and its obligation on the 
conscience are the matter in question. ‘ The arbiter 
must be society, organized society, pronouncing i's 
decision through its regularly constituted agents :! 
This is the moral judgment, the embodied conscience 
of the political community. To this, not only s 
each individual bound to submit, but it is a new ard 
controlling element in forming his own moral judg- 
ment. An act which before may have been inn- 
cent is now criminal, and its commission not only 
opposed to the will, but subversive of the order, 
peace, existence, of the political society.’ ’ 

* Obedience,’ he continues, ‘is a moral duty. This 
is as certain as that the Creator made man a soci 


principles. They deserve not only the reprehension 
of eve Christian, but the entire indignation of all 
civilized mankind. 


or 
destroy all reverence for the Word of God, and the 


but the 
lation. 





supremacy of conscience ; and despotic power would 
say, not content with the maxim of Louis, J am the 


when we may expect their machinations will be 
brought to an end. did 

Some of our official dignitaries are giving us law 
lectures upon the subject of high treason against the 
Government. I hope they will not object, if we re- 
\ciprocate the favor, by giving them a lecture on the 
higher treason against God and Humanity of which 
they are guilty. coo 

Gentlemen, it is with unspeakable humiliation and 
regret, that I look back and see where Massachu- 
setts stood twelve or thirteen months ago, and where 
so many of her citizens stand now. Up to that ever- 
accursed day, the 7th of March, 1850, there was not 
a Massachusetts man in the counsels of the State or 
nation,—nay, so far as { know, there was not a single 
Massachusetts man any where, of any standing or 
respectability, who did not assert and proclaim his 
hostility to the extension of slavery—his purpose to 
maintain, at all times, the principle of the ordinance 
of 1787, and his ‘resolute and fixed determination’ 
(to use Mr. Webster's Janguage)‘to make no further 
concessions to slavery and the slave power.’ The 
public men of the State, the press of the State, the 
Legislature of the State, avowed these sentiments ; 
and the political conventions of the State now rang 
with them from side to side. 

But on that memorable day, a Senator of the 
United States from Massachusetts saw fit to ———— 
nnder foot every thing that he had ever said in be- 
half of human freedom, and against human bondage. 
He saw fit to curl his lip and intonate his voice in 
scorn of the principle of the ordinance of 1787, and 
to dishonor the memory of Nathan Dane, whom, a 
few years before his apostacy, on the same floor, he 
had eulogized. He saw fit tocontemn what he knew 
to be the honest sentiment of Massachusetts. He 
went far, far out of his way to fortify and extend the 
institution of slavery. He offered to add new States 
to its power, and to take two hundred millions of dol- 
lars from the treasury of the United States, to be 
expended for its extra-constitutional security and de- 
fence. 

As soon as the stunning effect of that blow upon 
all the moral and religious sensibilities of the State, 
and upon its traditional and inwrought love pf liber- 
ty, had begun to subside, a systematic effort was 
made to debauch the patriotism and humanity of the 
people, by an appeal to their cupidity. Our manu- 
facturing and commercial interests were suffering. 
A majority of the slave States were the antagonists 
of these interests. Political ambition and cupidity 
associated these facts together, and the diabolical 
idea was engendered that by surrendering our Lib- 
erty we might have q Tariff The poison of this 
idea was first openly and a infused into the 

ablic mind by Mr. Webster, in his speech at the 

evere House, April 29, when he said—‘ Until 
something can be done to allay the feeling now 
separating different men and different sections, there 
can be no userur and saTrsFacrTory legislation in 
the two Houses of a 

Of this declaration can be but one interpre- 
tation. It was perfectly understood by those to 
whom it was addressed. It says, without enigma 
or riddle, surrender the Territories to the incursions 
of the slave States, pacify the Slave Power, give up 
blood-bought rights for this life, and Savior-bought 
hopes for another, and you can have your pay ina 
cent a yard on calico, and a cent a pound on iron. 
I say it requires no seer to interpret this handwriting. 
It is as plain as it could be, if one were writing to a 
Sub-Treasurer, and should say—* No one but a rich 
man can be Secretary, unless he be a bachelor; I 
am neither the one nor the other ; if, therefore, you 
wish to improve this opportunity, and make 
me Secretary of State, remit the bills. 

From that time until the close of that session of 
Con 


of them. Throughout 

le chet cree ears 
ver ‘ears, to 

into the surrender of liberty for pelf. si 





On taking the chair, at the Grand Mass Convention) 


I appeal to the common knowledge of the citizens 
of Boston, if it was not an expression as familiar to 
their lips as the salutations of the day, that they 
had Mr. Webster's authority for saying, that if they 
would surrender the great questions involved in the 
compromise, they could have a tariff? 

Now, on this state of facts, I have two observa- 
tions to make. 

lst. That a proposition to barter or jeopard the Jib- 
erty of our fellow-beings, for any amount of money, 
however great, was intrinsically inhuman and 
wicked. 

2d. That every new concession we made to the 
South on the subject of slavery, for the sake of get- 
ting protection for our manufactures and other in- 
dustrial interests, only impaired and postponed our 
chance of getting that protection. 

For the correctness of the first of these proposi- 
tions, I appeal to every man who has a conscience, 
or even any elementary ideas of right or wrong, 
which are not smothered by his interests or his pas- 
sions. And for the second, I appeal to the case of 
Texas, which defeated the tariff of °42, and to the 
fact that, though we did consent to all the detesta- 
ble provisions of the compromise,—slave territories, 
slave States, ten millions of Texas, Fugitive Slave 
Bill and all, yet we get no tariff, and have no rational 
prospect of one, 

That the surrender of all our glorious patrimony 
of free principles should help some Northern man 
President I can readily understand. That is intelli- 
gible. Before the 7th of March speech, it was an- 
nounced, from high Southern sources, that they would 
take the Northern man for the next Presidential 
term, who would do the most for slavery, and since 
that time the same declaration has been reiterated. 
{See, among others, Mr. Toombs’ speech before the 
Georgia Union meeting.) ButI state it as a fact 
within my own personal knowledge, that there was 
not an intelligent man in Congress, who was not im- 
plicated on the one side in the manufacture of goods, 
or on the other, in the manufacture of Presidents, 
who did not then foresee and predict that every for- 
ward step we took towards the compromise, was a 
step backwards from protection, And we have now 
this stubborn fact to show for the soundness of that 
opinion—the event has ratified it. They have not 
got the tariff they were promised, though they have 
given for it the price of blood. 

Now I wish to ask the manufacturers and commer- 
cial men of the North, whether, if they had seen, as 
it was seen by every unbiased man at the seat of 
Government, that upholding the Compromise would 
put down protection, they would have consented to 
the Compromise. And a further question which I 
wish to put to all Massachusetts and all New Eng- 
land, is—if, during the last year, we had had the ta- 
riff of 1842 in full operation, and if the current of 
prosperity had filled the deepest channels that enter- 
prise and industry had cut for it, whether, then, Mas- 
sachusetts citizens would have retracted and unsaid 
all the noble things they have been saying in favor 
of liberty for the last ten years; whether, then, the 
Massachusetts press, or so large a portion of it, 
would be found openly advocating doctrines which 
they have always heretofore professed to hold in ut- 
ter detestation and abhorrence. No man will pre- 
tend it. lf we had had the tariff of 42, last year, 
the Compromise measures never could have passed, 
and it would have been impossible for any presiden- 
tial aspirant, or all of them together, to have sub- 
dued the Northern mind to their acceptance. 

The commercial and manufacturing interests of 
the North, then, have been deceived, gressly deceiv- 
ed and imposed upon. When their real interests 
were all on the side of freedom, they have been made 
to believe that it would promote those interests to 
unsay all they had ever said, and undo all they had 
ever done adverse to slavery. Their chance for a 
tariff lay in standing for their principles like men, 
and not in abandoning them like traitors. President- 
making has been the agency, and cotton has been the 
instrument of this deception. It has been said that 
the Press is the fourth estate in the realm; but I say 
Cotton is the fourth estate, for Cotton subdues the 
Press. The eyes and ears and nose and mouth of a 
portion of our people have been so filled with cotton, 
that they have come to believe that cotton is not only 
their daily bread, but their bread of life. 

Gentlemen, whatever convictions or doubts there 
may be on the subject of Animal Magnetism, I am a 
firm believer in the doctrine of Cotton Magnetism. 
The Southern planter seems to possess some wiz- 
zard art, unknown to the demonology of former 
timgs, by which he impregnates his bales of cotton 
with a spirit of inhumanity, with a contempt for all 
the dearest, tenderest, holiest ties that bind man to 
man and heart to heart; he fills them with this spirit 
as an electrician fills a Leyden jar,and then he 
sends them here; and if the man who comes within 
the circle of their influence is not himself filled with 
the strong, counteracting, re ype magnetism of 
duty and truth, of love to God and love to man, he 
is overcome and subdued by the infernal spell, he 
is brought into communication with the Southern sor- 
cerer, and into subjection to his will; and then he 
seems bereft of reason and conscience, he belies his 
Pilgrim parentage, talks gibberish about the disso- 
Jution of the Union, kneels, lies down and eats dirt, 
and says to his Southern master, as Balaam’s beast 
said to him, ‘Am I not thine ass, upon which thou 
hast ridden ever since I was thine?’ 

Still worse is it, when this cotton, so diabolical! 
impregnated, gets beneath the rich velvet seats and 
embossed cushions of the pulpit; unless, indeed, a 
double measure of the spirit of the Lord shall descend 
upon the preacher, and exorcise both him and it. 
When the soul of the clergyman is struck with this 
cotton magnetism, he grows delirious over his Bible, 
ignores the new dispensation and goes back to the 
old, discards Jesus Christ as his example, and the 
precepts of Jesus Christ as the law of his ministra- 
tions, and proves himself a pagan, discoursing pa- 
ganism in a Christian pulpit. 

God grant that this kind of cotton may never stuff 
the cushions of our judges! I-fear we are not whol- 
ly out of danger of so unspeakable a calamity. 
Give us the old English woolsack for them, within 
whose magic presence the chains of the slave drop 
from his limbs, and he is gloriously transfigured into 
a man. 

Compare the newspapers of our city now with 
what they were only one short twelve-month ago, 
and see what demoralization cotton can work when 
it gets into the editorial chair. 

As for these slave-catching Commissioners, who 
assume to exercise the fune of judges, and to 
abolish human liberty, and to find property in the 
bodies and souls of men, but are no more judges than 
an image ‘cut out of cheese-paring after supper’ is 
a man;—as for them, [ say, his deta Whaes 
virus in the natural way, and if all moral diagnosis 
does not fail, it would be found, on an anatomical 
dissection of their hearts, that ca op ‘and left 
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strength the cotton-producing States now occupy. 
Extending over only a smal! area of territory which 
you can cover on the map with your hand, they raise 
& tiple which clothes, more or jess, a great part of 
the world ; while there are Brazil, Egypt, India and 
regions of unknown vastness in Africa, to all which, 
or nearly all which, the plant is indigenous. Either, 
then, by the progress of the arts, or by an extension 
of cultivation, the majesty of Cotton will soon be 
dethroned; and then, then, how will those men ap- 
pear, historically, who are willing to trample upon 
human rights, and to send men, women and children, 
into all the horrors of Southern bondage, for the 
temporary profits which cotton can bestow 7 ef 

I rejoice that this reference to the demoralizing 
power of interest gives me an opportunity to bestow 
well deserved honor and praise upon a class of men 
who have withstood its temptations. Not every man 
engaged in manufactures or in commerce has yielded 
to the seductions of this tempter. There are many 
noble exceptions, I have in my mind one of my 
own constituents, largely interested in the fabric, 
who told me last summer that half its spindles were 
lying idle, and property that should have yielded in- 
come was incurring cost ; ‘ but,’ said he, ‘ do you see 
them all stop, and the mills decay and go down 
stream, befure you vote for that Compromise.’ Anoth- 
er of my constituents told me he was largely inter- 
ested in three ships, then at sea, and avowed that he 
would see them all sink to its bottom, before he 
would disgrace the country by passing the Fugitive 
Slave Bil These are but samples of that noble 
spirit which was expressed with such Spartan terse- 
ness and vigor by Bowen and McNamee, of New 
York, when the foul panders to Southern slavery 
threatened them with a loss of custom: said they, 
* We geli silks, and not principles.’ na 

How these declarations contrast with what a man- 
ufacturer in a neighboring county is reported to have 
said, that if he could work his mills any cheaper with 
slave labor than with free, he would employ slaves! 
Or what, as I am credibly informed, another has 
siid— The South wants slaves to raise cotton to 
sell, we want slaves to raise cotton to manufacture ; 








therefore, we must unite with the South to uphold 
slavery.’ Now, I believe these things to have been 
said ; but it is of no cunsequence whether they were 
said or not; we know they have been acted. Every 
man who upholds this Fugitive Slave Law acts them, 
whatever his language may be. 

The Compromise was forced through, partly by 

vérnmental interference, and partly by the delu- 
sive hope ofa tariff. An appeal is now made in be- 
half of the Fugitive Slave Law, to the same merce- 
nary motives. It is said, if opposition be made to 

; law, however legal or constitutional such oppo- 
eition may be, we shall Jose Southerncustom. Base 


and infamous appeal! Such men are made of the 
stuff of the Tories of the Revolution. Even if this 
éfpeal were true, it would be one that no honorabie 


man could hear without indignation. But it is not 
true. The South must have their goods from some- 
where, and our industrious artizans will make them, 
whoever the go-betweens may be. Will the South go 
bare-headed and unkilted because they cannot have 
a law to catch freemen and slaves promiscuously ? 
But, it is said, the South will abandon their slothful 
habits, be industrious, manufacture for themselves. 
I wish they would. It would be most fortunate for 
us. They would then have the means of buying 
more from the North, and paying us better for what 
they do buy. Instead of spending only the money 
which the slaves earn, they would then have money 
to spend earned by the whites, and would become 
better customers for those ever new forms of com- 





modities which our industry and inventive skill will} 
always supply. 

Now I have gone into these considerations for 
the purpose of ascertaining the efficacy and the ex- 
tent of the motives brought by our opponents to 
bear against us. You see they are mercenary, al- 
most exclusively so. As for that bug-bear of a dis- 
solntion of the Union, I say without fear of contra- 
diction, that no practical man has ever believed in it 
for a day. United States stocks at a hundred and 





sixteen, on the eve of a dissolution of the Union! 
The whole South Carolina and Mississippi and| 
Texas delegations in Congress contending for every | 
locabadvantage, for the establishment of new United | 
States Courts, for the increase of salaries, for ap-| 
pointments at home and abroad, as though the Union 
had been just insured for a thousand years! Show 
me one intelligent man in this whole country, who 
sold his stocks or his farm, or changed his residence 
or altered his course of life in any respect, through 
fear that the Union was about to be dissolved! Why, 
what would the En; 1 sh National Debt be worth un- 
der any well founded apprehension that the British 
monarchy was crumbling to pieces ? There would 
not be a pound of it that could not be bought for al 
penny. Confidence in the stability of our Union has | 
not only pervaded this country, but other countries. | 





The great bankers abroad who deal ‘n our stocks, | 
have never changed their terms one mill in a mil- | 
lion dollars, through any such idle fear. They are | 


the men whose barometers presage political storms. 
With such facts before us, to say that the Union 
hae been in danger is as absurd as to say that a 
whirlwind is raging, when the leaf of the aspen is 
pendulous and cannot be seen to move. If the South 
wishes to dissolve the Union, let them do it, and at 
the ead of thirty years there will uot be founda slave 
inal) their borders. They will make a new Jamaica | 
or a new St. Domingo, as the masters shall behave | 
theinselves. No, this is nothing but a trick of the} 
politicians ; and if any one of them could be nom:- 
nated for the Presidency, we should hear nothing 
more from him about the deluge that threatens to sub- 
merge the Union. They profess peculiar love tor 
the Union. Their clamorous notes bring to mind 
what Dr. Franklin remarked of self-righteous people. 
He said they always reminded him of a scarcity of 
provisions—those who had enough said nothing about 
it; it was the destitute who made all the clamor. 

I say, then, the only remaining motive with which 
our adversaries can work, is the loss of Southern 
trade. This interests but few of our people. The 
farmers are not interested in it. The mechanics and 
artisans are not. The operatives in our mills are 
not. All the substantial, industrious classes are 
above this temptation, and would spurn it if they 
were not above it. The Fugitive Slave Law cham- 
pions can make no more converts among them. Let 
us then continue to oppose this law in all constitu* 
tional modes. Let us explain its religious and mor- 
al bearings to the Chistian. Let us tell the patriot 
of the disgrace which it brings upon our country. 
Let us show to the working man that those who are 
ready to make slaves of his fellow beings for lu- 
cre, will be equally ready to make a slave of him 
whenever interest shall supply the temptation. 

It has beenasked why we are assembled here, and 
not in the Hall consecrated to Liberty. It is be- 
cause the doors of that Hall have been now closed 
to Liberty knocking for admission. But there is a 
melancholly propriety in this, When the Court 
House is in chains, Faneuil Hall may well be dumb. 
Those chains which girt the courts of justice are buat 
typical of the chains which tyrannous men are striv- 
jng to put upon our lips. This is not the tirst Tem- 
ple that bas been unrighteously invaded and taken 
possession of by money-changers and those who sold 
doves! Doves! doves!! no, not doves, but men, 
women and children. But I trust the day is not far 
distant when a better spirit shall enter them, and 
shall scourge out their invaders with cords, smaller 
or larger as the exigencies of the case may require. 





[3 We commend to all Hunkerdom in Boston, at 
this juncture, the following very strengthening article 
from the ‘Southern Press,’ published at Washington. 


THE LITTLE END OF THE COMPRO- 
MISE. 


The champions of the Compromise seem bent on 
rendering themselves as ridiculous as possible North 
and South ; andthe pretexts which they set up to 
screen themvelves from public contempt are so petty 
and frivolous as to excite commiseration rather the: 
derision. As though desperately bent on‘ whittling 
down to the little end of nothing’ the cause of which 
they profess to be the champions, they have staked it 
first on one issue and then upon another, until at last 
they have suspended the safety of the Union, and the 
success of the compromise measures, on the deli 
of the runaway negro captured last week al Boston! ! 

With a most meju-dramatic mournfulness and af- 
fecting pathos, the Southern Compromisers, with 
tears 19 their eyes, implore their Boston brethren to 
give Mr. Potter his negro back, or the dissolution of 
this confederacy will be a fixed fact! While with 
a firmness and self-devotion surpassing the exam- 
ples of Roman story, the Northern Compromise jour- 
nals declare that the Union shall be preserved, and 
the * veneration’ of the Administration be still more 
exalted—for Marshal Tukey, like a new Napoleon, 
shall disperse the rabble rout, and do that which 
Webster, Cass, Clay & Co. fuiled todo— give peace 
to this distracted country.” Talk as men may of the 





friends of the Administration—of the signal services 


of the new ‘holy alliance’ that partitioned off the 
South like another Poland among the Northern 
powers—the main stay—the prop- wark— 
the forlorn hope of this Administration now, is Mar- 
shal Tukey. : ; 

For if the safety of the Administration and the 
acquiescence of the South in the Con depend 
upon the success of their new case in Boston, who 
can doubt that Tukey is the man to whom that sue- 
cess will be due ? aa a 

While that Achilles remained in his tent, Crafts 
cooily defied the friends of the Administration, and 
Shadrach was triumphantly torn from the very horns 
ofthe altar. Vain were the struggles of the Com- 
missioner—equally impotent the telegraphic messa- 
ges of the Secretary of State, in the former case— 
Judicronsly futile the effort of his son, the collector, 
in the latter, whose ill-directed demonstrations in favor 
of law and order resulted in his own incarceration. 
The genius and influence of Tukey and his con- 
stabulary alone could ride and rule the storm—his 
marshal arm alone could curb the ‘fierce Democra- 
cy’ of Rantoul, or the frantic ‘ Whiggery’ of Charles 
Francis Adams—and the pious exhortations of Par- 
son Parker, like.a new ‘ Peter the Hermit’ preaching 
a new crusade: 

Hopor then where honor is due. If the Union 
is to be saved by the efforts of Tukey, let the praise 
be given where it is justly merited—and let it not 
be monopolized by t who did not take the re- 
sponsibility, nor front the danger of those ‘ carving 
knives, ground and sha-pened,’ taken from the persons 
of those desperate dogs, the ‘two colored men,’ who 
seemed to constitute the effective force captured by 
the ‘ New England Guards.’ 

The perils that environ the people of Boston, and 
the excitement that prevails there, may be judged 
from the following minutes of the proceedings which 
we clip from the ton papers. They are sufficient- 
ly terrific to freeze the blood of peuceful citizens, 
and cause their horrent hair to stand on end ‘like 
quills upon the fretfal porcupine.’ List! Oh list! 

Arrest oy Armen Men. After the crowd which 
gathered in Court Square last evening had dispersed, 
four or five negroes, who had been loitering about the 
Square throughout the day and evening, continued to 
remain in the vicinity, and about two o'clock this 
morning demanded admission into the armory of the 
New England Guards, in Franklin Avenue where 
that corps were quartered forthe night. They were 
told that there was nothing for them to see, and, as 
they had no business there at that late hour, they h-d 
better retire. This the negroes refused to do, and con- 
tinued to annoy the company, and caused so much 
disturbance that Capt. Bradiee and Lieut. Col. Boyd 
called upon the watchmen, who arrested and commit- 
ted two of their number, named Charles 8. and Isaac 
H. Snowden, upon whose persons were found pistols 
with powder and ball, and a large carving knife, ground 
sharp on both edges, with an artificial hilt around the 
blade next to the handle. 

These two colored men were brought before the po- 
lice court this morning for examination, when Messrs. 
Phillips, Morris, and others of the Vigilance Commit- 
tee, appeared for the defendants. The examination had 
not been concluded at half-past two o'clock, when our 
paper went to press. 

Arrests. Henry D. Cushing and Daniel J. Or- 
@itt were arrested and taken to the watch-house 
about half-past 8 o'clock last evening, for refusing to 
leave Court Square when requested to by Capt. Bar- 
ry. They were reproved, and afterwards discharged. 


The feats of Falstaff with those ‘ rogues in buck- 
ram,’ were nothing to these ‘arrests of armed men.’ 
They must be desperate dogs, to be sure! 

The merchants of Boston are no doubt anxious 
to* throw a tub tu the whale,’ and present a peace of- 
fering to the Southern submissionists in the person 
of a solitary negro—more especially when adjured to 
do so by an Administration, of whose ‘ veneration’ 
and syinpathies they have been so well assured. 


The Liberator. 
No Union with Slaveholders! 














BOSTON, APRIL 18, 


PROCEEDINGS IN THE CASE OF SIMS. 

On Friday morning, G. T. Curtis, Esq., U. 8S. Com- 
missioner, pronounced his decision in the case of 
Thomas Sims, overruling the constitutional objections 
to the Fugitive Slave Law, and to the judicial func- 
tions of the Commissioners of the U. S. Courts. The 
opinion was a very elaborate one, and the great point, 
that the duties imposed on Commissioners by the act 
of 1850 are judicial, and that therefore the act was 
unconstitutional, was the one most discussed and va- 
riously illustrated by Mr. Curtis. 

The evidence that Thomas Sims, the slave of James 
Potter, had escaped, he held to be sufficiently proved; 
and he held it to be further established, by the addi- 
tional testimony produced, that the party now in cus- 
tody was that said Thomas Sims; and therefore he 
should grant the certificate prescribed by the stat- 
ute, authorizing the owner or his agent (whose pow- 
er of attorney, attested by a notary, was complete 
in al! its parts) to take him back to Georgia. The 
certificate was accordingly granted, and delivered to 
the Marshal. 

On Thursday forenoon, the counsel of Sims applied 
to Jucge Sprague, of the U. S. Circuit and District 
Courts, for a writ of habeas corpus on his behalf, be- 
cause the U. S. Marshal Devens held against him a 
crimizal warrant for an assault on officer Butman, 
but refused to bring him before a Commissioner for 
examination. From the statements made by them, 
the Judge concluded that there was no legal ground 
for the writ. 

In the evening, some of the same counsel appeared 
before Judge Woodbury, ot the Circuit Court, and 
made an application to him for a writ of habeas 
corpus, based upon the affidavit of Sims, as follows : 





I, Thomas Sims, of Savannah, in Georgia, now com- 
morant in Boston, on oath do testify and say, that I 
believe the warrant from Commissioner Hallett, on 
which I am now arrested, was not issued for the real 
purpose of having me tried, but for the fraudulent 
purpose of aésisting the Marshal in sending me to 
Georgia as a fugitive from service, and preventing me 
from obtaining a jury trial in regard to the claim 
which I make to my freedom. I believe the said war- 
rant to bea trick against my freedom, 

THOMAS SIMS. 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Suffolk ss., April 10th, 
1861: 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, 
8S. E. SEWALL, Justice of the Peace. 


Charles Sumner, R. H. Dana, Jr., and S. E. Sew- 
all, appeared for Sims. 

The writ was issued, and, shortly after, Marshal De- 
vens brought Sims into court, and made a return that 
he held him under two warrants—first, under a war- 
rant from Commis-ioner Curtis, of April 4th, as a 
fugitive ; and second, under a warrant from Commis- 
sioner Hallett, of April 7th, for an assault, with intent 
to kill, on A. O. Butman, an officer of the United 
States. 

Messrs. Sumner and R. H. Dana now demanded 
further time, maintaining that the return of the Mar- 





A want of business tact has never been imputed 
to the Bostonians—and as the foreign element large | 
ly preponderates in that city, the stubborn fanaticisin | 
of their Puritan blood is counteracted and controlled 
by the cosmopolitan instincts of traders. We have | 
never doubted that it was a comparatively easy | 
thing to secure a siave in the city of Boston, and that | 
the opposition there would be less obstinate than in | 
any portion of New England, where the old Puritan 
leaven still prevailed; hence, we deemed the result 
of all the previous trials the more disgraceful ; and we 
are confident that the result of the present trial will | 
prove the correctness of our belief. They connived 
at the outrages which they were too cunning openly | 
to countenance, until their peckets began to suffer ; 
then their dormant patriotism awoke—and conclu- 
sive evidence is afforded how easy the same line of 





conduct would have been all the time, had inclina- 
tion only prompted what interest now commands, 

The proclamations and parade through the papers, 
are all intended for effect—and display a lamenta- 
ble want of materials, nevertheless. It isa new ver- 
sion of the old play,* Much do about Nothing, — 
and the idea, evidently, is to impress upon the 
minds of the Southern merchants the prodigious per- 
il and immense sacrifices made by the Boston im- 
porters in guarding Mr. Potter’s negro, and sending 
him back to service and labor—in consideration of 
which, all past offences are to be forgotten, the trade 
withdrawn from Bosion restored, and the shoes of | 
Lynn put on a proper footing once more. Judging | 
of the future by the past, the expectation is not an| 
unreasonable one—and to such a modest proposal all 
the Southern submission journals would heartily re- 
spond ‘ amen’—for is not ‘the case of Boston the 
case of us all?’ 

Thas it will be seen that, so far as the city of Bos- 
ton is concerned, the speculation is a good one—the 
trick is a ‘cnte’ one, But the stultification of the 
Compromisers in entering into the coalition, rises to 
the sublime of stupidity—for uncertain as was their 
footing before oa the precarious platform of the Com- 
promise, this leap leaves them dangling in the air, 
with the rope around their necks. The gentry who 
have so bitterly denounced the opponents of tie 
spoliation bills as disunionists have actually (un- 
mindful of the Farewell Address) staked the perpetui - 
ty of * this glorious Union’ againsl a single runaway 
negro from Savannah! 





THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 
Extract from the Report of the Joint Special Com- 
mittee of the Massachusetts Legislature on Slavery : 


| Sims, as against the State of Massachusetts, until he 





Considering this Jaw as unjust in its nature, wrong 
in its principle, hostile to the designs of all just hu-| 
man laws; deeming it in the highest degree uncon- 
stitutional, jn general and in detail, we do not hesi- 
tate to declare that we consider it an infamous and 
wicked statute, a law not fit to be made and not fit 
to be kept. It is a disgrace to the age we live in, 
a reproach to the nat‘on which glories inthe name 
of democracy, and a foul shame to the people that 
professes a religion, whose great practical rule of 
conduct is, to ‘do unto others as we wish them to 
do to us,” Your Committee lack time, as well as 
language, to express the abhorrence and loathing 
which they feel for this law. Yet itis the law of the 
land, not officially declared unconstitutional. Un- 
constitutional as we believe it, inhuman and wicked 
as it unquestionably is, i 7s still a law, and forci- 
ble resistance to it is a legal misdemeanor. Its re- 
sults are most disastrous. The innocent citizens, 
who have fied from slavery and found a home, and 
reared families among us, are forced to flee, and 
to seek in a monarchy an asylum from the injustice 
and cruelty of a republic! They flee for liberty 
from America to England! A queen’s diadem pro- 
tects Christian men from the slave-driver’s whip, ten- 
der women from a master’s Just, and new born babes 
from his thirst for gold. The slaveholder profanes the 
soil of Massachusetts, seeking whom he may devour. 
His presence spreads terror among the colored 
ple of our State. He is a so ghaae Seabee 
wolf, a hyena, among lambs. It is with deep mor- 
tification your Committee confess, that persons are 
found in this city, who consent to sel! their profes- 
sional services to the base purpose of enslaving 
men;—that among them are found persons whom 
this Commonwealth has honored with the commis- 
sion of justice of the peace, men who trample under 
foot our own Constitution, in their efforts to enforce 
this wicked law. We confess we deem it no less a 
crime against nature and barely, © enslave a fa- 
gitive than to steal a free man. To our jadgment, 
the illegal kicnapper on the coast of Africa, and the 
legal men-hunter in Boston, belong to the same class 
of felons. They differ, however, ificolly, and we 
think the native species far worse than the foreign 
felon, whom all Christian governments, and our own 
among the number, have denounced as a pirate. We 
say this advisedly. We have studied the action, 
have analyzed its motives, and_have examined its 
excuses. But while we gladly fold the mantle of 
charity over the shame of men, whom poverty and 
ignorance conduct to crime, we can find no pallia- 
tion for the hideous spectacle of citizens of Massa- 
chnsetts, and even officers in her service, in the 
very city of the Pilgrims, seeking to enslave a man. 


shal was insufficient, and did not embrace answers to 
all the matters set forth in the writ. 

After considerable explanation and conversation, 
the Judge granted a postponement till 3 o’clock on 
Friday afternoon, at which time the hearing was had 
in the U. 8. Court-Room, Messrs. Sumner, Rantoul 
and Sewall appearing for Sims, in support of the 
writ, and B. R. Curtis, Esq., for Marshal Devens. 

The Marshal made a further return upon the writ, 
that he held Sims upon the petition of the agent, 
who had received the Commissioner's certificate, the 
petition setting forth that the agent apprehended a 
rescue. 

Mr. Sumner asserted the belief that the proceedings 
agaiast Sims were intended for a mere cover, by 
whizh he was to be kept in the custody of the U. S. 
Morshal, against a warrant under the laws of Massa- 
cbusetts, for an assault on Butman. The right of the! 
Scate to enforce her criminal laws against a fugitive | 
slave was higher than the right of an owner to re- 
cover his slave; the criminal process being in the 
name of the State, and therefore superior to any civil 
process, of whatever name or nature. Hence a coun- 
ter criminal process, in the name of the United States, 
had been resorted to, with the object of retaining 


should have been carried beyond the jurisdiction of 
Massachusetts, by virtue of the Commissioner's certi- 
ficate that he was the slave of James Potter, of Geor- 
gia. This, he maintained, was a fraudulent use of the 
criminal process of the United States, and vitiated it. 

Mr. Sumner moved that the Judge should examine 
Sims on the complaint, or admit him to bail upon it. 

Judge Woodbury overruled all Mr. Sumner's points. 
He said it was not for him to interfere with the Dis- 
trict Attorney in relation to the complaint for the as- 
sault.The law vested in that officer a large discre- 
tion in relation to prosecutions, and it was not for him 
to direct that officer to abandon the prosecution against 
Sims, or to proceed with it. In conclusion, his honor 
said he saw no legal cause for ordering the prisoner to 
be discharged from the criminal warrant, and he 
therefore ordered him to be remanded to the custody 
of the Marshal, to be kept by him in the same man- 
ner and for the same purposes that he had held him 
before the issuing of the writ of habeas corpus. 

The Marshal now took Sims back to the room in the 
Court House which he had occupied ever since his 
arrest. 

Before the commencement of this hearing, Mr. 
Sewall made another attempt to take out a writ of 
personal replevin, and requested Judge Woodbury to 
appoint an officer to serve it upon Marshal Devens, 
but the Judge refused to entertain the motion. 





The following is the writ of habeas corpus, issued 
by Judge Woodbury in the case of Sims : 


United States of America—District Mass : 

To Charles Devens, Jr. Esq., Marshal of said Dis- 
trict—We command you that the body of Thomas 
Sims, ‘ant in in said district, laborer, 
imprisoned by you in the Court House in said Boston, 
as it is said, by a certain warrant, a copy of which is 
annexed, together with the day ana the cause of your 
taking and detaining him by any such warrant, and by 
whatsoever name the said Thomas shall be called or 
charged therein, you have, before me, Levi Wood- 
bury, an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court for 
the United States of America, at the Court House in 
said Boston, immediately after the receipt of this writ, 
to da, and receive what I shall then and there consid- 
er concerning the said Thomas in this behalf, and have 
there this writ. 

Witness my hand and seal, at Boston, 10th day of 
April, 1851. 

(Signed) LEVI WOODBURY, 
Associate Justice of Supreme Court of U. S. 





On Friday afternoon, the fugitive Sims was accord- 
ing to adjourment, brought before Judge Woodbury, 
in chamber, and the prayer of the petitioner supported 
by arguments from Mr. Sumner and Mr. Sev-all.— 
The arguments were presented on the same ground as 
taken before his Honor on Thursday evening, and at 
the conclusion, Judge Woodbury p ded with the 
following decision, refusing to give a discharge. 

His Honor said there were two kinds of warrants-- 
of arrests and of commitment—included in the cases 
cited by counsel for the prisoner. Warrants of arrest 
on mesne process and warrants of commitment on fi- 
nal process ; also some cases of search warrants which 
are entirely distinct things. 

The Constitution only requires that warrants of ar- 
rest should be founded on complaints made under oath. 
They should set out some reference, but the reasons 
are to be found in the complaint. The complaint is 
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Let us turn off our eyes from a spectacle so ghastly 
us turn off our 


suunilar to the declaration of the king's bench practis- 





RATOR. 
ed in England, and is a distinct paper from the war- 
fant of arrest. The warrant in this case not only 
fersto the complaint also. Here is enough to justi- 


fy the Marshal ; but in making his return on the writ, 
‘of habeas corpus, he also brings in acopy of the com- 








‘plaint itself. After giving a most critical investiga- 


tion to this complaint, there appeared bw 
give jurisdiction to the Commissioner, and that the 
warrant was duly issued. . 

This complaint sets out an offence of the most 
heinous and aggravated character. The offence was 
the resisting of an officer, and the United States must 
sustain those oificers in the issue of proper process, or 
cease to exist us a government. The general govern- 
ment cannot move on and protect the people, unless 
they enfore this law. The prisoner had resisted even 
so far as to attempt to kill, and, in the vegaries of the 
times, he had perhaps been instigated to this. He 
ought to have sympathy for this, but must be pun- 
ished. ; 

His Honor admitted and insisted that no process of 
law was to be issued for oppression. Even if the officer 
became censurable for improper delay, the warrant 
by no means becomes void. But the prisoner was at 
this time held by other warrants as well as this. He 
had issued the writ of Aadeas corpus, that he might le- 
gally show if the Marshal had another precept in ex- 
istence. This delay had not caused this man’s im- 
prisonment a single hour. 

There was a great consideration at the bottom of all 
these cases quoted by opposite counsel. “In all but 
one, the party was held on asingle precept, and there 
was no public cause for not going before a magistrate. 
This man had been constantly on trial in another im- 
portant case. 

His Honor was now asked to go into a hearing on 
the assault and battery—and this at his chembers also. 
He should be willing co doit ifno magistrate could be 
found. 

He had no right to grant bail before the return of the 
officer to the Commissioner who grants the warrant. 
He would give caution to all interested—prudent as 
they have shown themselves. 

His Honor, after further comment on the points pre- 
sented in the case, declared that he should have to 
remand the prisoner to the custody of the Marshal, 
as he had not found sufficient reason to discharge him. 
The prisoner was therefore taken to his place of con- 
finement. 





(= The result of this protracted and painful trial 
is graphically stated in the following sketch of a 
scene never to be forgotten by those who witnessed 
it, which we copy from the Commonwealth of Satur- 
day. Such a week Boston has never passed through 
in her history—certainly not since the revolutionary 
struggle—so humiliating, so disgraceful, so appalling. 
But, though the victim has been dragged back to 
bondage, it will prove a disastrous triumph to the 
Slave Power, and mightily serve to augment and ex- 
tend that popular agitation which alone is needed to 
effect the utter overthrow of the slave system. ‘ We 
may be defeated, but our principles never.’ 


THE VICTIM HAS BEEN SACRIFICED. 


Thomas Sims was taken from his prison room in 
the Court House a few minutes before five o'clock 
this morning, under the direction of Marshal Tukey, 
and marched through Court square, Court and State 
streets, to the head of Long Wharf, ‘ in the centre ofa 
hollow square,’ AND PLACED ON BOARD THE BRIG 
ACORN, Capt. HENRY COOMBS, of Barnstable, 
Master, and is now on his way to Georgia and the 
auction-block of slavery! MAYOR BIGELOW 
COMPOSED A PART OF THE ESCORT! As 
early as 1-2 past 3 o'clock, Marshal Tukey began to 
muster the men who were to aid him in disgracing 
Massachusetts, and dooming a young man—a free cit- 
izen of Massachusetts—into slavery. 

The instant Sims touched the deck of the vessel, 
the flying jib was hoisted, and the paddles of the tug 
steamboat Hornet, which had been fastened to the 
brig, in waiting, with steam up, for two hours, began 
to move, and at just one minute past 5 o'clock, the 
man-stealing craft was gliding down the stream with 
her victim, amid the hisses and shouts of ‘shame, 
shame,’ from the few lovers of Liberty on the wharf. 
The whole proceeding was too cowardly to be under- 
taken under the pale beams of the moon, and so the 
leader of the work waited until her silver light faded 
behind the western hills, and then marched, with 
stealthy steps, his shameful band over the sacred 
ground consecrated to liberty, and sealed by the 
blood of our Revolutionary Fathers. Some twenty 
of Marshal Tukey’s posse accompanied the alleged 
fugitive down the harbor, probably to return in the 
steamer. The Police were armed with U. 8. sabres. 
The only persons who witnessed this crowning dis- 
grace to the soil of Massachusetts, with a few excep- 
tions, were about one hundred of the true and tried 
members of the Vigilance Committee. 

The slave-guard was drilled for an hour and a 
half before the final move to the vessel. Sims was 
brought out of the eastern main entrance of the Prison 
Court House, under the escort of some fifteen men, 
headed by Marshal Tukey, and marched to the centre 
of the square mass. 

As he descended the steps of the Boston barracoon, 
his sable cheeks were bathed in tears, and although 
he evineed the deepest grief and sorrow, he marched 
with a firm and manly step, like a martyr and a 
hero, to his fate. The only demonstration made by 
the spectators, as the procession passed, were frequent 
cries of ‘Shame!’ ‘Shame!’ and questions of * Where 
is Liberty?’ ‘Is this Massachusetts and Boston?’ 
‘Is that Charlestown and Bunker Hill?’ 

Sims was not ironed, but was within the close 
embrace of two officers. 

Just as Sims reached the deck of the vessel, a man 
standing upon the wharf cried out, * Sims! preach 
liberty to the slaves.’ The unfortunate youth was 
immediately conveyed below, where CEPHAS IL. 
AMES, the first mate, will be able to execute his 
fiendish wish, expressed to us on board of that same 
vessel, one week since. 

As the Acorn left the wharf, the vigilant lovers of 
freedom, who had watched curing the night, gathered 
together, and listened in solemn silence to the follow- 
ing prayer, by the Rev. David Foster, an Orthodox 
clergyman of Concord :— 


‘Atmicuty Gop! Thou seest this poor man, one of 
thy children, borne away by oppressors, Thou art 
the friend of all who suffer wrong, and we have now 
no hope but in Thee. That hope is still unshaken. 
Thy promises endure forever. And now we beseech 
Thee to show Thy power and love in blessing this 
dear brother, who is carried by force to the land of 
whips and chains. O God, make him a missionary 
of power, to awaken a love of justice and liberty, 
that shall end in the speedy overthrow of the accursed 
system which now causes millions of bleeding 
hearts. 

‘In mercy, heavenly Father, do Thou destroy the 
wicked power which rules us. Give us righteous 
men to administer just laws. Forgive the wicked- 
ness of our rulers, and lead them to true and lasting 
repentance. Pity the wretched man who now goes in 
fetters over the waves, Pity and bless his brethren in 
chains. Hasten the day when all men shull be free. 
And thine shall be the glory, Amen!’ 

The friends of Sims then sang, with solemn effect : 
‘O! there’ll be mourning, at the judgment seat of 

Christ !’ = 

The moral of this mournful scene was given with 
a cheerful spirit by Dr. Bowditch, The Missionary 
Hymn,— 

‘From Greenland’s icy. mountains,’ — 


was then sung, after which the assembly moved up 
the wharf and street, singing as they went, 


* Be thou, O God, exalted high!’ 


Pausing on the spot in State street where Attucks 
fell, the members of the Vigilance Committee resolved 
to meet at once at the Anti-Slavery Office. Here ar- 
rangements were made for various meetings; an im- 
pressive prayer was made; the well known verse was 


‘ God is the refuge of his saints, 
When storms of sharp distress invade ; 
Ere we can utter our complaints, 
Behold him present with his aid.’ 
The words, ‘ Repeal, 
ert, of * Auld It was recom- 
men that these be repeated at every F 
Meeting util shen S08 Ss eogealod, ot becteunn t deal 


To tHe Citmzens or MassaCHUSETts. 
























(™ In the capture and dragging away of poor Sims 
to Georgia, the depravity of the daily press of Boston 
s been exhibited in the most revolting manner. 
the following as a sample from the Mail : 
Saturday afternoon was a scene of jollity and amuse- 
ment on board the Acorn, while at anchor. On 


lots produced a set of castanets, famil- 


ote +O, carry me back to old 
sic of the castanets, in a style that elicited the most 
tumultuous 

A man, a passenger in the brig, brought out 
a musical rament on which he was an adept, and 
Shies eppnared fn gm tay’ savereicag. peemmaingres 

i nm no why adverse to ing on 

his eet Southern voyage, in such excellent com- 

ton. Devens, U. S. Marshal, came up to the city 
on Saturday evening, arriving at the wharf about one 
o'clock Sunday A. M., in company with policemen J. 
S. Kimball, Alfred Sleeper, Wm. b.."Parlton, consta- 
bles G. W. Allen and W. K. Jones, and watchmen 
Alvin Tueker, Daniel Cloutman, and George Clark. 
Jones had taken his luggage on board, with a view 
of going to Savannah with the prisoner, but. finally 
concluded to return. 

The following named persons proceeded on the 
voyage with Sims, to deliver him up at Savannah, on 
the part of the U. S. Government, viz.: Deputy U. 
S. Marshals John H. Riley and F. D. Byrnes, Thomas 
Dolliver, branch pilot, and special policemen, Messrs. 
True and Simpson Clark. 

The crew of the Acorn consists of Capt. Coombs, 
two mates, and seven or eight men. 





Finat Derartvure oF THE Bure Acorn.—At about 
eleven o'clock on Saturday night, the wind, which 
had been before from the East, changed to the North 
West, when the brig Acorn weighed anchor and pro- 
eeeded to sea from Nantasket Roads, She was ac- 
companied a few miles by the pilot boat Friend, hav- 
ing the U. S. Marshal on board, he having been in- 
duced to go down again by intimations that a rescue 
might be attempted. He returned at three o'clock on 
Sunday morning. In the afternoon of Saturday, Con- 
stable Lawton went down in a sail boat for the pur- 
pose of re-arresting Cephas I Ames, the mate of the 
brig M, & J. C. Gilmore, for an assault upon Sims 
when discovered on board that vessel, but returned, 
not having been able to find the Acorn. The Post 
says : 

* When Capt. Coombs, of the Acorn, was informed 
that an attempt might be made to take Sims out of 
his vessel, he made the necessary dispositions for de- 
fence, and addressed the crew, who unanimously re- 
sponded that they would stand by him. 

The U.S. Marshal's force which has gone to Savan- 
nah with Sims, consists of John H. Riley, Deputy 
Marshal, Frederick D. Byrnes, James Sawin, Simpson 
Clark, George J. Coolidge, all of this city, and W. 0. 
Russell of New Bedford, employed onder the section 
of the law which authorizes the Marshal to furnish as- 
sistance to the claimant of an adjudged slave in case 
there is apprehension of a rescue.’ 





MEETING OF THE SENATORIAL COMMITTEE 
OF INVESTIGATION. 
A meeting of the Committee of Investigation on 
the order introduced into the Senate by Mr. Robin- 
son, was held in the Senate Chamber on Friday morn- 
ing. 
The Sheriff of Suffolk appeared, with S. D. Par- 
ker, Esq., State Attorney for Suffolk, Mayor Bigelow, 
United States Marshal, Hon. Rufus Choate, Marshal 
Tukey, and others, 
The Sheriff was the first witness. He testified that 
a writ of replevin, and also a criminal writ, had been 
put into the hands of himself or his Deputies. In re- 
ference to the serving of these writs, he called upon 
the Governor, and he referred him to the District At- 
torney for advice. The reply of the District Attor- 
ney and also of the Attorney General were put in. 
Deputy Sheriff Coburn was the next witness. A 
writ of de homine replegiando on U. S. Marshal Devens 
had been placed in his hands, and on serving it, the 
Marshal wished to consult counsel, and on a second 
interview, the Marshal positively refused to surren- 
der his prisoner. He afterwards asked to see the 
prisoner, that he might take him according to the 
writ, and the Marshal told him that if he attempted 
to take him, he should interpose force sufficient to 
retain possession, and no more. Another writ had 
been placed in his hands, empowering him to take 
Sims from the custody of the Marshal, under an al- 
leged penal charge. On calling on the Marshal, the 
latter had informed him that there had been a similar 
warrant previously issued by the United States au- 
thorities, which of course entitled him to hold the 
prisoner in precedence of the Circuit Court warrant. 
The next morning, the Marshal gave as his final an- 
swer to the Circuit Court warrant, a positive and de- 
cided refusal to surrender the prisoner. 

Richard Hildreth was sworn, and testified to is- 
suing a criminal process against Thomas Sims; also 
one against Cephas J. Ames, mate of the ship in which 
Sims came, for an assault. 

Mayor Bigelow testified, that being apprehensive of 
a disturbance of the peace, he had ordered the officers 
of the light infantry regiment to have a portion of 
their troops in readiness to sustain the officers of the 
law in preserving the peace of thecity. To the ques- 
tion, whether any officer of the city, when not strict- 
ly under the cognizance of the city, should violate 
alaw of the Commonwealth, he should not take cog- 
nizance thereof, Mayor Bigelow replied—* That with 
due respect to the Committee, he did not consider 
himself bound to say what he should do, or not do, 
in supposaole cases.’ 

At this stage of the proceedings, the Committee 
adjourned to 3 o'clock, P. M. 





Marshal Tukey called again and sworn. Testified 
that he had been acting in the case of Sims under a 
written order of the Mayor and Aldermen ; he inter- 
preted those orders to mean any thing which would 
protect the peace of the city, or prevent bloodshed. He 
caused the chairs to be put around the Court-House, 
but his orders did not exclude any person entering who 
had business with the courts; spectators and idlers 
had been excluded. No police officer was under U. 
S. pay. He judged that the U. S. officers could not 
have made the arrest from their previous bungling 
work ; bloodshed would have followed. He construed 
the order he had received to mean, that if, in his opin- 
ion, he could save bloodshed, he should accompany 
Sims to the State line. 

George T. Curtis was called, and testified to some 
legal points. 

Officer O. A. Butman, Charles Devens and Benja- 
min F. Hallett were called, but did not answer. 

Rev. Mr. Higginson, of Newburyport, testified to a 
conversation with Marhal Tukey, in which he asked 
the Marshal if it was his business to help carry Sims 
away, and the reply was, No, but it was his business 
to help the U. S. Marshal—to keep the peace. He 
then added of his own accord: «J know that I am vio- 
lating the State law as well as you know it--but I am 
not responsible; I am acting under orders, and it is 
the Mayor and Aldermen who are responsible.’ 

Mr. E. W. Jackson, of Chelsea, testified that he 
could not get into the Court-House without a per- 
mit. 

H. A. Bancroft, of Groton, was called, and testified 
to the same effect. 

Dr. Wm. F. Channing, of Boston, testified to vari- 
ous facts, but principally to a conversation with Mar- 
shal Tukey, in which the Marshal said that the work 
he had in hand would be done. 

He then asked him, * Are you not aware that this 
is contrary to the statute of this Commonwealth?’ 
He said to me—* I know no statute of the Common- 
wealth—I know no order but the orders of the Mayor 
and Aldermen.’ He said that he acted according to 
his orders—if his orders were the other way, he 
would act thet way. 

[We are obliged to defer the report of the examina- 
tion of B. F. Hallett and others at the various meet- 





ings of the Committee. } 
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following pregnant article from the oo 
nesday morning :— Urie: 


RECEPTION OF MR. WEBSTER Iv B 


by the 
tT of We 4. 


OSToy, 


dary ;, 


lowing petition :-— 


To the Honorable M. 
Boston : sur end’ Aldermen of the City of 
The undersigned respectful] 
Hall, on the 17th day of April ier een Paney 
of a public reception of the Honorable p, rp 
ster, and to consult on the public go sale! Was. 
Signed by George G. Smith. and over | 
substantial citizens, of both Political parties 9 other 


After some Proceedings had tak 
¢ en pl : 
the doors were opened, and the Sleds menrate, 
the foregoing petition was reported >“! on 


Upon the petition of Gear i 
ge G. 8 
for the use of Faneuil Hall for " pablie 
the 17th instant : . 
Resolved, That in view of the Tec i 
Board upon other similar application. ce - this 
— ia ger of the public mind, it +h, 
eu a eX. 
potions & se of the Hall for the PUrposes 


The vote on the ado tion o Juri 
follows: Yeas — yO Dereeelatin Stond ag 
Kimball-and Munroe. Nays — Alderme: So" 
Rogers and Smith. It was not ese nel 
Mayor to vote, but it is understood that he 
himself strongly against the resolution 

Yesterday afternoon, in consequence e th q 
excitement occasioned by this, the Mayor a erst 
men met again in-seeret session, and ¢ pron, 
made to rescind the order. The dines = Avi 
arose upon it was very animated ; but it pasar ine 
refusal of the Board to reconsider their yot sr 
two hour debate, the question was taken or * ge 
peared that there were for rescinding the Rk - - 
The Mayor, Aldermen Holbrook, Rogers ot Meer 
—4. Against re-considering — Aldermen Briggs oy 
Grant and Munroe—4. ‘The vote being nag mw 
original resolution stands. Mr. Moses Kimball _ 
present, but would not vote. We do not lear hat 
he assigned any reason. ie 

The public are entirely at a loss to understand 
most extraordinary behavior of the four Alden 
who have thus disappointed the general poets tion 
and place themselves in opposition to the may 
vast majority of the inhabitants of this city We 
leave the matter without any further comment, : 


and other 
’ 
Meeting on 


Y tor the 
© declareg 


this 
meg 


The Great Apostate may well exclaim, *Call you 
this backing your friend?’ andin his perplexity egtin 
ask, ‘Where shall I go?’ Moved to pity in view of 
his exclusion, some of the anti-slavery fraternity 


magnanimously sent to the Mayor and Aldermen the 
following petition :— 


To the Hon. the Mayor and the 
of Baston: y' Board of Aldermen 
Gentlemen—The undersigned, while they censure 

the recent action of your board in refusing the use 
of Faneuil Hall, for a public meeting, to the Free Soi! 
citizens of this city and Commonwealth, would ro. 
spectfully petition that the resolution refusing the 
use of said building upon the petition of Mr. George 
G. Smith et als, for a public meeting of the citizens, 
passed yesterday by your honorable body, may be re. 
scinded; and they beg leave to suggest that they do 
not desire that the recent action of vour Board upon 
other similar applications should be made a peeeedes ‘ 
and that if there is any danger that the I ronosed 
meeting will be disturbed by reason * of the present 
excited state of the public mind,’ the undersigned 
would be happy to assist the officers of the law in se. 
curing the utmost freedom of speech, and the quiet 
and good order of the city. 

W. Jewett, 

Edward Winslow, 

E. W. Jackson, 

John Bent, 

Joseph K. Hayes, 

S. P. Hanscom, 

Charles List, 

Robt. F. Wallcut, 


In addition to this, the following generous offer ap- 
peared in the Commonwealth on Wednesday. Mz. 
Hayes, it will be recollected, is one of those who was 
arrested on the charge of having aided in the resene 
of Shadrach :— 


L. A. Grines, 
G. A. Goodnow, 
Darius Bigelow, 
Theodore Porker, 
R. K. Potter, 
Bela Marsh, 
Amariah Storrs. 


A CARD. 
TO THE FRIENDS OF MR. WEBSTER. 
Gentlemen—As the city fathers have seen fit to ex- 
elude you from the Old Cradie of Liberty, from fear 
of your foes, permit me to say, that there is a Temple 
of Liberty, at your service, at a reasonable charge; 
and not only so, but you may rest assured that order 
shall be preserved in it, and neither higher law men, 
Free Soilers, Free Democrats, or Scott Whigs shall be 
allowed to interrupt your proceedings, or mob your 
orator. JOSEPH K, HAYES, 
Superintendent of Tremont Temple. 
a er 
RIGHTLY ASHAMED OF HIS NAME 
The following scene took place in the Massachu- 
setts House of Representatives on Tuesday last: 


Mr. Curtis of W. Brookfield, presented the follow- 
ing petition, which at his request was read, the House 
granting leave by vote. g. 

Yo the Honorable the Senate ayd House of Kep- 
resentatives of Massachusetts, in General Court 
sembled— 

The petition of Daniel Webster Gilbert, of West 
Brookfield, humbly showeth, that the circumstances 
of bearing so illustrious a name has ever been & 
source of mortification to him, to which feeling is now 
added an utter detestation of the course in puduc 
life of that man out of respect for whom the paresis 
of your petitioner bestowed upon him the name 5y 
which he has heretofore been known. ? 

Your petitioner therefore prayeth that he may . 
allowed to take the name ot ne _ othe, Oe 

ini initials by which he is genersi) 
eee om Dp. W. GILBRET 

Boston, April Sth, 1851. an 

Upon the question of reading the ee 
Gardner of Boston made objection, and asked * 

ject was debatable. 

<=. Keith of Roxbury moved that the praye a 

titioner be granted. ys 
Kimball of Boston, wished to know if it was 
rder to debate the question. 2 Mt 
‘ ‘The speaker said it was, if the question was conta 
strictly to the matter of reference. ut 
ote Kivaball said he should oppose the reference, 4 
cause there were reasons why the subject par 
considered strictly by the House. They ~— Com 

which perhaps would not be known to th 


. . : : he petitioner 
mittee. The name of De Witt, which t Newport, 


= to teke, is the name of a man in Ne 
h.. ., who has grown rich in the slave trade. Sd 
here suggested by several members that ee z 
the person was De Wolfe.| He would ~ ped 
men to let him go on in his own ew da not 
desiring to have his name changed ” im ‘ormstio® 
know this fact, and it was proper thet ore hed take 
should be given him, lest he should find, 
ore ovjectionable name. — 
™ Mr. Bartlett of Boston objected to the recep 
etitions, in which persons were ® 
their opinions of the merits of distinguish 
als in the State, whether they sagt se oped. wet 
degrading or of exalting epithets. wee ava withdrs® 
fore that the petitioner wou'd have lea 
his petition. : 
The Speaker said the 
motion before the House shot 
Mr. Curtis of W. Brooktiel 
was a respectable and intelligent 
, aeang oe 
be En Puller of Boston, saw no reason en 
of the petitioner should not be gran ™ "as ot te 
ed the petitioner knew the over hich is Lau 
name he wished to assume, (De Wit) m 
igni ithout wit. rerio 
iS Gleason of  nlneveary moved the P ry 
uestion, which was sustaince, by a vote 
° The petition was ordered to be referred, 3 
137 to 107. 
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For the Liberator. 


LINES 
On the occasion of the Hon. Daniel Webster's Visit to 
New England. 
Thou beaming star, how hast thou set in darkness ! 
Thy light departed, and thy glory gone! 
Shorn of thy rays, disrobed of all thy brightness, 
Hid in the clouds thou hast around thee drawn! 


Is this the man whose title was ‘The Godlike’ ? 
The foe of tyrants?—he whose voice went forth, 
Booming in thunder-tones amid the nation? 
Is this the glorious statesman of the North? 
Is this the man who saw that Shaft uprising 
From Bunker's battle-ground, and point to heaven, 
And, standing there, extolled the god of battles, 
Who had to trampled freemen freedom given. 


Weep, weep! Alas! how hath the mighty fallen ! 
The precious gold is lustreless and dim ; 

Mighty thou wast, like the bright Son of Morning; 
Fearful thy fall, for thou hast fallen like him— 


To rise no more. The fabled bird of story 
Up from its ashes soars again to light ; 

Bat thou has blighted all thy fame and glory— 
Thy sun's last rays have set in endless night. 


Thou seekest now thy home; Oh! haste thou hither, 
To look upon the ruin thou has wrought; 

Sce where in dust al! thy proud laurels wither— 
Weep tears of blood that thou with gold wast bought. 

Lo! yonder shameful sight that waits before thee! 
Behold the chain around yon Temple thrown, 

While that proud pile where Liberty was cradled 
Is dumb; and this fell work is all thine own! 


Come hither, thou who once was Freedom's glory ; 
Come hither, thou, once Liberty's fair son; 

To former greatness, say, what can restore thee ? 
Ah! not that blood-stained gold which thou hast 

won. 

Come hither, thou whose name, once proudly spoken, 
Now brings a blush to every freeman’s face, 

From Justices’s Temple bid those chains be broken, 
And bear them with thee to that sacred place 

Where thou didst stand, and bless the God of heaven 
For men whose blood had dyed the oppressor’s steel, 

And with thy hand, before the indignant nation, 
Bind them around the shaft on Bunker's hill. 


Then tear from that false brow the withered fame- 


wreath 
That erst was thine, and cast it far from thee, 
And kneel, thou recreant, on yon hill of battle, 


In shame, where sleep the glorious and the free. 


Weep, fallen man! on those green graves where 
sleepeth 
Beneath thy feet, the mighty and the brave, 
And angel voices then shall say he weepeth, 
And God in mercy even thee canst save. 
Lucey Crcitra HAmItton, 


ee 
From Burritt’s Christian Citizen. 
A MELODY OF SADNESS. 


Dear Str: The enclosed simple, touching and 
beautiful song, I take pleasure in sending to your 
paper, thinking it possible you may not all have met 
with it, 

I understand it has been published, with the mu- 
sic, for some months past: but owing to the influence 
of the ‘ blessed’ institution over the press, the circu- 
lation has been so limited, that I believe some sale 
has been effected of the plates, to an Eastern publish- 
er. Of this I cannot speak with certainty. But if 
the ‘ballads’ of a country have more to do in form- 
ing the habits of the people than its ‘ laws,’ you may 
think it advisable to open this spring, for the healing 
of the nation. 

LEE-RA-LOO. 
POOR 8AMBO’S LAST PLANTATION MELODY. 
I. 
They say this is a pleasant place, 
That heaven has gracious been 
To Sambo, Cuffey, and to Grace, 
And Sue, our coal-black queen. 
We do not doubt that Heaven is kind. 
We're thankful for its good; 
But man has broken all its laws, 
And turned its sun to blood. 


REFRAIN. 
And while we sing our lee-ra-roo, 
The heart declares our words untrue, 
And sorrow clouds our lee-ra-roo, 
O lee-ra-loo! 
CHORUS.—REPRAIN REPEATED. 
And lee-ra-loo—and lee-ra-loo,— 
Though Massa laughs at lee-ra-loo, 
The heart is sad—Oh! lee-ra-loo, 
O lee-ra-loo ! 
It. 
Rich fruits and flowers the earth adorn ; 
The streams with silver run; 
The gold and amber of the morn 
Surround the glorious sun. 
But me! I feel the storm of wo; 
My Sue and babes I mourn; 
For sold! to distant fields I go, 
Ah! never to return. 
REFRAIN. 
And should I sing the lee-ra-loo, 
My tears would say, ‘Remember Sue,’ 
To her and all,—a long adieu ; 
O lee-ra-loo! 
cHORtSs, 
And lee-ra-loo—and lee-ra-loo,— 
Though massa laughs at lee-ra-loo, 
The heart is sad—Oh ! lee-ra-loo, 
Oh! lee-ra-loo! 
11. 
And when I see, at silent night, 
The stars like glow-worms shine, 
And heaven and earth look sparkling bright, 
No clouds in view but mine ;— 
I think that heaven could ne'er design, 
(So pure its light appears, ) 
To give to earth such woes as mine— 
Such bondage, stripes, and tears. 
REFRAIN. 
And when I sing the lee-ra-loo, 
The lash—the lash is in my view, 
And saddens all my lee-ra-loo, 
My lee-ra-loo ! 
cHoRvs. 
And lee-ra-loo—and lee-ra-loo,— 
Though massa laughs, &c. 


Iv. 

The birds are free through air to roam, 
The fishes through the sea,— 

The wild bee murmurs to its home, 
All—all are glad but me! 

The lightning dances in the clouds, 
The winds of heaven are free ; 

All Beings sing their praise aloud ; 
All—all rejoice but me! 


REFRAIN. 
Then sing.no more the lee-ra-loo, 
Till freedom:rises to the view; 
My heart weeps blood—Oh! lee-ra-loo, 
Oh! lee-ra-loo! 
CHORUS TO REFRAIN. 
And lee-ra-loo—and lee-ra-loo ; 
A long adieu to lee-ra-loo,— 
No more I sing my lee-ra-loo, 
My lee-ra-loo! 


| 


—_——- 


Che Liberator. 


MIDDLESEX CO. A. 8. SOCIETY. 

The Middlesex County A. 8. Society held its An- 
nual Meeting at Concord, Thursday, April 3d, in the 
Orthodox Church. On account of the unfavorable 
state of the weather in the morning, there was no 
organized meeting in the forenoon. At 2 o'clock, 
there being a goodly b bled, the meet- 
ing was called to order by the President, and a short, 
comprehensive, and heartfelt prayer was offered by 
Mr. Foster, the pastor, through whose influence the 
house was opened to the Convention. Some very ap- 
propriate remarks were made by the President, Mr. 
Whiting, in relation to our duty as citizens of the free 
States in regard to slavery, and particularly the Fugi- 
tive Slave Bill. 

A Committee, consisting of Mrs. M. M. Brooks, of 
Concord, J. G. Dodge, of W. Cambridge, and An- 
drew Wellington, of Lexington, was chosen to select 
alist of officers for the ensuing year, who, in due 
time, reported the old list, with the exception of Miss 
Sophia Thorou, in place of our deceased sister, H. G. 
Smith :— 

President —WILLIAM WHITING, Concord. 

Vice Presidents—Woopman C. Curnien, W. Cam- 
bridge; Wittiam A Wurre, Watertown. 

Recording Secretary—Luvi D. SmitH, Stoneham. 

Executive Committce—R. Lake, Jr., Stoneham ; Ho- 
ratio W. Foster, Lowell; Sophia Thorou, Concord ; 
M. M. Brooks, do.; A. J. Fuller, Cambridge; J. G. 
Dodge, W. Cambridge. 

Speeches were made by Messrs. Quincy and Buf- 
fum, which it must suffice to say were characteristic 
of the good sense, sound reason, clear heads and be- 
nevolent hearts of these men. 

Wendell Phillips offered the following resolutions, 
and advocated their adoption in a speech like himself, 
the eloquence of which it is vain for me to attempt 
any description :— 

Resolved, That we confess to a prejudice in favor 
of justice to the outraged and mercy to the oppressed ; 
and that no interests, however valuable, no voice, 
however eloquent, shall ever induce us to yield up 
these honest prejudices, to join in trampling on the 
weak, in cementing a Union in the blood of the slave. 

Resolved, That in regard to the recently enacted 
Fugitive Slave Law, our minds are made up. Let 
those prove it unconstitutional who choose; constitu- 
tional or unconstitutional, we mean to disobey it. 
Let the knaves who made it repeal it when they can, 
we shall trample it, now and for ever, utterly under 
our feet. 

Mr. Dodge made some remarks in connection with 
a motion to raise a financial committee, which consist- 
ed of Messrs. A. Wellington and G. W. Symonds, of 
Lexington; who took collections through the house to 
defray the expenses of the Convention, and aid the 
Massachusetts Society. 

Rev. Mr. Foster, of Concord, made a thrilling 
speech, well worthy the head and heart of a Christian 
minister. He evidently feels that he must meet his 
fugitive brother at the bar of God, and he is willing to 
suffer the odium which is so profusely cast around the 
path of an abolitionist, for the sake of being an hon- 
estman. God give him strength and manly courage 
to sustain his perilous position ! 

Rev. Mr. Frost, the Unitarian clergyman of Con- 
cord, made some pertinent remarks relative to the in- 
human prejudice against color which exists in the 
hearts of the people of the free States, as having no 
foundation in truth, and exhibiting a hostility and 
disbelief in the principles of Christianity. 

A vote of thanks to the Society worshipping here 
was voted unanimously, for allowing the free use of 
their house to the gene: when an adjournment 
was made to 7 o’clock, at the vestry of the Unitarian 
church, to enjoy a festival prepared by the ladies of 
Concord for the occasion; for particulars of which 
read the following account, by Miss Whiting. 

LEVI D. SMITH, Rec. Sec. 


(" We are kindly permitted to publish the follow- 
ing private letter to a friend, written by one of the 
young ladies present at the entertainment. 

Concorp, April 6, 1851. 








Dear Friend :— 

I regret exceedingly that the pressure of profession- 
al duties prevented your presence at our festival. 
Never was Tea Party arranged under more uncer- 
tainties. We had to work out an equation with three 
unknown quantities; and, what was hardest, to wait 
a month for the result. These quantities were, first, 
the state of public feeling towards our enterprise, a 
knowledge of which would enable us to calculate the 
number of guests to be expected ; second, the amount 
of provisions which would be contributed by those 
who had not, hitherto, aided our efforts; and lastly, 
the kind of weather we should have on the eventful 
evening. The only known quantity was faith, and 
with that we worked out a triumphant result. 

The morning of April 3d was not very promising, 
as you remember, but gradually the clouds parted, 
and at last the sun shone out and gladdened many an 
anxious heart. Meanwhile, busy hands and swift 
feet were engaged in preparing the tables for the eve- 
ning. In the afternoon, the doors of the Orthodox 
meeting house were opened, for the first time, for the 
use of an anti-slavery meeting. How spacious, and 
airy and lofty it seemed, in comparison with the half 
buried, ill-ventilated vestry to which we have been 
limited for these many years, I leave you to imagine. 
But higher and broader, like the o’erarching heaven 
itself, seemed the spirit of that man by whose voice 
and influence alone its portals opened to receive us. 
Long may he remain, a Foster-father to his people, 
and a pillar of strength to the town, till he draw 
around him an impregnable phalanx of the true- 
hearted ! 

The meeting was addressed by the speakers expect- 
ed from Boston, and by others from our own and 
neighboring towns. The logical clearness of Quincy, 
the great-heartedness of Buffum, and the magical, 
electric eloquence of Phillips, could not fail to make 
a deep and abiding impression. A faithful report of 
these speeches should be made, for the benefit of all 
who were unable to hear them. But it is time to go 
to the Tea Party. Arrived at the door, instead of the 
usual aspect of a lecture room, we beheld long tables 
spread, nicely arranged, and laden with a variety of 
tea-table luxuries, and at least a hundred people seat- 
ed by them, while the buzz of merry voices reminded 
one of a hive of bees in swarming time. Soon the 
two hundred and twenty seats were filled, while many 
waited, supperless, fora vacaneys Swift-footed Hebes 
brought delicious, smoking tea and coffee, and the 
flow of ‘almighty talk’ swept on in resistless cur- 
rent. And here let me give one hearty hallelujah 
(not a la Miggs) for our ‘ domestic institution,’ the 
Anti-Slavery Tea-Table! Here, in the humble re- 
cognition of the physical needs of humanity, we ac- 
knowledge our social ties also; and while smiles and 
words of good will and affection draw us together, a 
magnetic chain binds us, which forms the readiest and 
swiftest conductor for the lightning of true eloquence. 
If anti-slavery women earnestly desire to influence 
people who have hitherto remained passive, let them 
make these parties in every town throughout the 
State. A half dozen can set the ball in motion, and 
many a hand will afterwards help to roll it onward. 
But to proceed. Suppose three quarters of an hour 
or more to have passed in the merriest way, while the 
tinkling of cups and spoons played the part of cym- 
bals and castanets to the soprano sallies and laughter 
of the women, and the thorough-base responses of 
more powerful ‘organs.’ Rap, rap, rap, was heard, 
and all eyes were turned towards an elevated table, 





liar to himself, he called the attention of the meeting 
to one of its legitimate objects, and introduced Wen- 
dell Phillips. 

If you suppose that I shall attempt a description 
of his speech, you will be disappointed. I should be 
sure to makea failure. The secret of true eloquence 
is, that it takes you off your feet, out of the region of 
self-consciousness, to an elevation where the sky is 
higher and the horizon wider; and when you are set 
down, you can give no satisfactory account of your 
journey, but you know that henceforth you will stand 
on a higher plain, and walk forward with a stronger 
step and a more fearless heart. Wendell Phillips, 
whose name has been, in this town, by the majority 
of the people, honored with the epithet of agitator, 
firebrand, and similar appellatives, for the first time 
spoke to the ear and heart of the people, and, true to 
itself and to humanity, it responded to the calJ—as 
earnest eyes and burning cheeks and breathless at- 
tention fully testified. Henceforth, Whig conserya- 
tism will talk to less credulous ears, The people here 
will look into this matter for themselves. 

Speeches followed from Lewis Hayden, Mr. Buffum 
and Mr. Thomas Russell. All the sermons in Christ- 
endom could not send conviction home to the heart 
with more power than the simple, earnest statement 
of Mr. Hayden, himself a fugitive slave, and under 
bail for supposed aid to Shadrach, and in daily per- 
sonal peril of being kidnapped, with his wife and 
child. Itseems as if the shriek which at that mo- 
ment rang through the streets of Boston from the 
victim in the gripe of the slave-hunter, must have 
echoed throug’ the chambers of his soul, and striven 
to find vent inhis earnest, heart-rending tones. Then, 
while his words were still ringing in our ears, Mr. 
Russell responded to the call of the President in a 
forcible and eloquent speech, for which, alas, I must 
again refer you to the printed report. Mr. Buffum, 
owing to indisposition, was unable to make a response 
which was satisfactory to himself, but his fine, be- 
nevolent face, spoke eloquently in behalf of suffering 
humanity. 

But how shall I convey to you an idea of the genial 
humor that formed the cement in which was embed- 
ded these fine mosaics; of the sallies of wit which 
flashed from the throne, and were answered back with 
telegraphic despatch ; of the little, good speeches, and 
the great, strong. one of. our noble. Foster; of the 
hearty response with which our honored and respect- 
ed Frost identified himself at once and for ever with 
the good cause? To all these contributions of sympa- 
thy and encouragement was added a letter of Mr. Em- 
erson to one of our ladies, expressing regret that he 
was obliged to be absent from this Liberty Meeting. 
Therein is contained proof enough, if any were need- 
ed, to repel a quondam assertion that he is an imita- 
tor of Goethe or Carlyle. For the former never rais- 
ed his voice, in the trying hour, in behalf of the lib- 
erties of the country, and the latter is known to be 
nearly, if not quite dead, with ossification of the heart, 
as far as the misfortunes of one portion of the human 
race can effect it. But this letter separates the 
good and the wicked of this generation and nation 
with a sword as keen and relentless as that of 
the Angel in Paradise. This cool, philosophical 
Rhedamanthus dismisses the hosts to their different 
circles in his Inferno. Who occupies the lowest deep 
of these infamous depths, those know full well who 
have heard him express his unconquerable, mortal 
aversion to see the face, even, of that fallen Angei! 

I must not close this letter, long as it is, without 
telling you that Walden Pond, and Sleepy Hollow, 
and the Cliffs, and every hill and valley in our neigh- 
borhood, sent us a message through the heart and pen 
of our woodland poet, William Ellery Channing, 
which bade us remember that we trod on consecrated 
soil, which still held in its bosom the remains of be- 
loved children, whose life-blood flowed that we might 
be, to-day, a free and happy nation. Not unheeded 
shall be the voice of exhortation and encouragement, 
so reverently heard and faithfully transmitted to us. 
And now, why tarry we longer? It is after eleven 
o'clock. People are retiring. The President begins 
to look a little anxious to dissolve the meeting. The 
last words are spoken, and with mutual congratula- 
tions on past enjoyments, and anticipations for anoth- 
er and larger gathering on April 3d, 1852, we wend 
our joyfal way homeward. 

[We have been kindly furnished with the letter of 
Mr. Emerson, referred to above :—] 

New Yor, 18th March, 1851. 
Dear Frrenp: 

I had more reasons than one to regret leaving 
home at this time, and, if my present engagements 
were not of two seasons’ standing, I should have 
made every effort to relieve myseif. For your Liber- 
ty meeting, I think it has a certain importance just 
now ; and, really, at this moment, it seems imperative 
that every lover of human rights should, in every man- 
ner, singly or socially, in private and in public, by 
voice and by pen—and, first of all, by substantial help 
and hospitality to the slave, and defending him 
against his hunters,—enter his protest for humanity 
against the detestable statute of the last Congress. I 
find it a subject of conversation in all cars and steam- 
boats, and every where distributing society into two 
classes, according to the moral feasibility of individu- 
als on one part, and their habitual docility to party 
leading on the other. I do not know how the major- 
ity of to-day will be found to decide. Sometimes 
people of natural probity and affection are so warped 
by the habit of party, and show themselves so unex- 
pectedly callous and inhuman, that it seems we must 
wait for the Almighty to create a new generation, 
a little more keenly alive to moral impressions, before 
any uprovement in institutions can be looked for. 
But, as far as I have observed, there is, on all great 
questions, a tide or undulation in the public mind— 
a series of actions and reactions. The momentary in- 
terest carries it to day; but, presently, the advocates 
of the liberal principle are victorious,—and the more 
entirely, because they had persisted unshaken under 
evil report. And, as justice alone satisfies every body, 
they are sure to prevail at last, 

If the world has any reason in it, it is forever safe 
and successful to urge the cause of love and right. I 
know it is very needless to say this to you, and others 
like you, vho cannot, if they would, help serving the 
truth, thoagh all the world be gone to worship Mam- 
mon. But it is the only answer I know how to make 
to our mathematical compatriots. So, wishing you a 
day of happy thoughts and sympathies on Thurs- 
day, I remain, 

Yours respectfully and gratefully, 
R. W. EMERSON, 





A PROPHETIC WARNING TO AMERICAN 
SLAVEHOLDERS. 
Ouro, March 19, 1851. 
Dear Gartison: 

Has the future ever been foresignified to you with 
the distinctness of present reality? So it has been with 
me for sone time, The future history of this Re- 
public has been impressed on my mind with living 
and fearfulprecision. Sleeping and waking, it has 
been ever before my mental eye for two years, I 
have livedamid scenes yet to be enacted in this na- 
tion, and lave experienced the deep emotions which 
those are destined to feel who are to be the actors in 
those scenes. I have hardly dared to give utterance 
tothe recom of the future touching this Republic, as 
it is inscribed on my spiritual being, as an ever-living, 
ever-present fact. I have struggled to throw off these 





distressing forebodings, but. I cannot. They haye 
entered int®my soul, and become elements of con- 
stant thougst and feeling. I do not any more wish to 
get rid of They give vitality and. energy to 
my feelingg@"4 actions as an abolitionist. I cannot, 


I would not?! Icould, close that history of the future, 





where stood Edmund Quincy, the natural and elected} On the conffery,1 wish to read from it a tew pages 
| King of the Feast, With a dignity and grace pecu- | in the ears #American slaveholders, alte 


I am, moved,.nverimeD, to 
UNION SHALL BE DISSOLVED! It was form- 
ed, avowedly, ‘to establish justice, aud secure the 
blessings of liberty’; but from its inception to the 
present hour, it has been the perpetrator and patron 
of injustice and slavery. ‘he first false step was the 
admission of slayeholders to an equal participation in 
its management, As voters and office-holders, they 
are entitled to all the privileges of membership. 
Then, not content with admitting them on terms of 
equality, the non-slaveholders consented that they 
might have power in the confederacy in proportion to 
the number of human beings whom they could reduce 
to slavery. Also, that they would not protect, but 
would help to return their slaves, if they ran away. 
And also, while the Union was based on the doctrine 


Confederacy entered into solemn written compact, 
sanctioned by an oath, that they would shoot the 
slaves if they resisted the slaveholders. Here, then, 
is a governmental organization, calling God to witness 
its intention to extend equal protection to liberty and 
slavery—to justice and injustice—to truth and false- 
hood—to good and evil—to commerce in cattle and 
goods, and to traffic in the bodies and souls of men. 
It places thieves, robbers, adulterers and pirates on 
an equal footing with pure, true, just, and honest 
men. Can such an Union stand? No matter by whom, 
or for what purpose it was founded, it shall be dashed 
in pieces, and consumed forever. Why do not slave- 
holders and their allies see in the component elements 
and foundation principles of this confederacy its cer- 
tain overthrow? God hath separated slavery and lib- 
erty ; and that political confederacy whose object is to 
unite them, shall be broken. It is ‘a covenant with 
death and an agreement with hell,’ and shall be blot- 
ted out. Preparatory to the downfall of this repub- 
lic, several events shall transpire. The national reli- 
gious combinations shall be broken up. This most 
desirable object is already being accomplished in re- 
ference to the three leading sects, i. e., the Methodist, 
Baptist, and Presbyterian. As national parties, their 
doom is sealed. The God of the oppressed has pro- 
nounced on them the sentence of death, and it is 
about to be executed. Each of them shall! be rent 
asunder, and slavery be the dividing line. Through- 
out the non-slave States, slaveholders shall be ex- 
cluded from church-fellowship. There shall exist 
Northern and Southern, as well as non-slaveholding 
and slaveholding Methodist, Baptist and Presbyte- 
rian organizations. The smaller national sects must 
follow the same track. All Christian fellowship be- 
tween the North and South shall be dissolved—all 
religious ties be broken. There is but one alternative 
before the Northern branches of these national reli- 
gious parties; their religion, their worship, their God, 
must become objects of contempt and loathing to all 
without the pale of their communion, and to all sin- 
cere, honest and pious spirits within it; or slavehold- 
ers must be excluded from their religious fellow- 
ship. They must stamp slaveholders as the most 
criminal of all earth’s criminals, and treat them as 
they treat robbers, murderers and pirates, or them- 
selves consent to wear the brand of ‘A BROTHER- 
HOOD OF THIEVES.’ The former shall come to 
pass. Southern slaveholders shall be regarded and 
treated by Northern religious bodies as they now re- 
gard and treat horse-thieves, highway robbers, and 
assassins. Many leading minds among the clergy, 
and multitudes of the single-hearted lay members of 
the churches, are beginning to see that Christianity 
must, in name, as well as in Fact, be dissociated from 
slavery, or it must itself be rejected, at least in name, 
by the growing humanity of the age. Humanity, 
against slavery, shall triumph over all religious pre- 
dilections and combinations in favor of it, and also 
over all that is called God. Also, the national roxir- 
IcAL parties shall be dissolved. This desirable event, 
if it does not precede, must succeed the dissolution of 
the religious combinations. It may precede, since, as 
facts have shown, it has been easier to induce men 
to break off their political than their religious connec- 
tion with slaveholders. As politicians, members of 
political organizations, men have shown more willing- 
ness to renounce allegiance with the South, than as 
religionists, or members of churches. They are less 
attached to the great American system of robbery 
and piracy, as Whigs and Democrats, than as Metho- 
dists, Baptists and Presbyterians. But the two great 
national parties—Whig and Democratic,—have in 
them the seeds of death, and the symptoms of their 
dissolution are unmistakable. The Northern sections 
cannot go far enough in support of slavery to please 
the South ; the Southern will not go far enough in 
support of liberty to satisfy the North. The South 
must become more insolent’ and overbearing towards 
the North, in proportion as the. North becomes more 
saturated with the spirit of liberty. The South shall 
refuse to suppart Northern candidates for office, un- 
less such candidates are sworn beforehand to the sup- 
port of slavery.. The North shall not support can- 
didates for office, unless they are pledged to the sup- 
port of liberty. Inevitably, the polities of this country 
must, at no distant day, settle down into Northern 
and Southern parties, divided, not only by a political, 
but by a territorial boundary. The settled rancor and 
hostility of Northern politicians towards those of the 
South shall be deep, bitter and energetic, in propor- 
tion as their former sycophancy had been mean and 
obsequious. The national political parties are daily 
growing weaker and weaker. The advancing spirit of 
liberty in the North shall sweep before it all political 
and religious ties between it and the South. 

Much reliance is placed on the commercial and so- 
cial ties that bind the North to the South. ‘These are 
multitudinous and strong ; but when the price of their 
continuance is seen to be that the entire North shall 
be a hunting-ground for slaveholders—that our kitch- 
ens, parlors, bed-rooms and nurseries shall be thrown 
open to the incursions of ruffianly slave-catchers, and 
we ourselyes become kidnappers and the supporters 
of slavery and the enemies of freedom, and that we 
must be fined and imprisoned as felons, if we defend 
ourselves, our families and friends against ruthless 
ruffians, these ties shall all be broken, as cobwebs be- 
fore a tempest. 

Slaveholders have presented the issue distinctly to 
the North—Make your laborers slaves, or we shali dis- 
solve the Union, That moment which brings this issue 
home to the minds of the Northern laborers, settles 
the doom of this republic. Soon as the idea is fixed, 
as it shall be, that their enslavement must be the price 
of the Union, they shall spurn all alliance with those 
whose friendship is to be bought by such a price. 
Rather than become absolute slaves themselves, they 
will see the republic buried in ruins. Slaveholders 
are doing what they can to drive Northern laborers to 
embaace this distinct issue. Once embraced, it can 
neyer be eradicated from their minds, There it will 
be fixed, and be the watchword of revolution. 

The recent Fugitive Slave Law, together with the 
atrocities perpetrated in its execution, and the use 
made of it by abolitionists to show up the insolent 
demands of the South upon the North, and the cer- 
tain doom of the latter if it abides in the Union, 
is working mightily to facilitate the final result. Ey- 
ery fugitive seized and taken back, every man fined 
and imprisoned for aiding men to escape from slave- 
ry, and every effort made to prevent slaves from gain- 
ing their freedom, do but serve as arguments to ali- 
enate men’s minds from this God-defying Union. 

Thus saith the God of the oppressed, the God of 
justice and love: The religio us, political, commercial 
and social ties that bind the Northern States of the 
American Republic to the car of slavery shall be bro- 
ken before the anti-slavery movement, and the up- 
rising of the spirit of liberty; p to the 
coming of that great day of God Almighty, which 
shall be ushered in by the shout—The American Re- 
public is fallen! God speaksby me. as truly as he 
ever spoke by man, and says—‘ Tis Union SHALL BE 
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that‘ Resistance to tyrants is obedience to God,’ the | a 


From the Wheeling (Va.) Weekly Luminary. _ 
FREE NEGROES IN MARYLAND. 


We suppose intend this with some of the hot 
heads of the saeene age. There are some 70,000, 
free in the State of Maryland, and they are 
accumulating so rapidly as to excite the alarm of 
the Convention now assembled for remodelling the 
Constitution. A provision will be incorporated ook- 
ing to their ultimate expulsion from the State, 
whether they are willing or not. This precaution 
deemed necessary, because the abolition tation, 
increases the danger of insurrection, &c. In the 
event of their expulsion from the State, it is calcu- 
lated that they must be an annoyance to the abo- 
litionists of the free States, and they will be punish- 
ed for their interference. But the free States are 
lready banishing the free negroes, and should the 
slave States adopt this policy, it will produce the. 
same action in the free States. What, then, must 
be the result? Force them to Africa at their own 
cost—expatriate them! Now, who are these free 
negroes, and whence come they? They are the off- 
spring of the institution called slavery. They, or 
their ancestors, were slaves, and worked Jong and 
hard for their masters. Many of them bought their 
own freedom; others were set free by will and do- 
nation; and many were born free. No one doubts 
their freedom. They are the mere creatures of 
circtimstances; their liberty has been acquired and 
majutained under peculiar disabilities, The aboli- 
tionists did not set them fr could not ; if they had 
done it, the slaves, thus could not_remain in 
the State. Her own citizens have done this work, 
at their own option. Semeof the negroes paid the 
market value of themselves to their masters, and 
thus, with a great sum, they purchased the limited 
blessings they now enjoy. They caine into the pos- 
session of these privileges under the constitution 
and laws of Maryland; they have been protected 
in them by those Jaws, and we do not hesitate to say, 
that any law now passed, or passed hereafter, expa- 
triating them, is ex post facto in its essence, and un- 
constitutional, and can never be enforced without a 
violation of that document, and trampling under foot 
justice and humanity. If they are willing to go, 
let them go, or send them; but no Jaw should ever 
pass expelling them from the Stete. Such acts and 
dispositions only tend to widen the breach between 
the North and the South. 

But if expelled, it isa mistake to suppose that they 
will be less dangerous in the free States than at 
home. Now they are peaceable and friendly; but 
expatriate them, and you rouse al} their animosity, a 
desire for revenge becomes predominant, and the re- 
sult no man can see. 

What the end shall be we know not. The most 
of the free colored persons are poor; the South 
ejects them—the North rejects them; and they have 
no means of help. Salvation must come from some 
source. It will come, as surely as there is a God 
in heaven, who deals justly with all men. It must 
needs be that offences come, but wo to that man by 
whom they come; and wo to that nation on whom the 
judgment shall fall. 








Correspondence of the Journal of Commerce, 

THE DETHRONEMENT PLOT IN HAYTI. 

Port-au-Prince, March 17, 1851. 

An extensive conspiracy has recently been detected, 
and persons have been apprehended here, and also 
brought from the different towns to the capital for 
trial. Among the number, the most prominent per- 
sonage implicated is M. Francisque, till within a few 
days, Chief Justice of the Empire, and one of the 
three Cabinet Ministers. 

After a short trial, by a Court Martial, he, with four 
others, was condemned to death. ‘The next day the 
proceedings were reviewed, the decision annulled, 
and anew trial ordered at a small village about twen- 
ty miles from this place, where the ex-minister was 
conducted yesterday, on foot, under the guard of a 
large body of troops. His fate has not yet been re- 
ported, 


Baltimore, April 3d.—At the meeting of the Mary- 
land Reformers, at Annapolis, the committee on the 
colored population reported articles giving power to 
the Legislature to pass laws for the removal of free 
negroes, and for their registration ; that the population 
be made incapable of holding real estate by title ac- 
quired after adopting this constitution, and all deeds 
purporting to convey to them real estate to be null and 
void, only allowing them to lease an estate for the 
term of one year; no slave to be manumitted unless 
on condition of leaving the State within thirty days, 
and no free negro allowed to come into the State to 
reside. 


Libel Suit.—Richard H. Sheckell, of Georgetown, 
D. C., has sued Messrs. William Jackson, F. W. Bird, 
John P. Jewett, and Dr. 8. G. Howe, late Trustees 
of the Commonwealth newspaper, for libel. The 
Commonwealth asserted or intimated that the plain- 
tiff had induced a colored man, named William Ring- 
gold, to leave Massachusetts and visit his friends in 
the District of Columbia, for the purpose of arresting 
him and selling him as a fugitive from bondage, 
Damages are laid at $5000; the writ returnable to 
the Supreme Judicial Court to be holden at Spring- 
field, on the last Tuesday of the present month. 


Remember he is not the Abolition Candidate.—This 
was the announcement in the tail of a handbill post- 
ed up in town on election day. It was remembered, 
and he who was not the abolition candidate, stood 
the lowest on the list in the number of votes receiy- 
ed for Aldermen in that Ward.— Chicago (IU.) Citizen. 


A Singular Call.—A lady in Cambridge died on 
Wednesday last—so the physicians said—and was laid 
for burial in her winding sheets; but fromm the fact 
that the body still retained an apparent warmth, 
though there was not the slightest appearance of res- 
piration, interment was suspended. 
lady opened her eyes, and called on her husband,— 
‘ Albert, give me some water ! ’— Boston Herald. 


te No. 2 of Gleason's Pictorial Drawing Room 
Companion is, if possible, even superior to the first 
number. It contains large and beautiful engravings, 
representing Faneuil Hall in Boston, Franklin Square 
in Philadelphia, Sacramento City, the wreck of the 
Elizabeth—and also a full length portrait of George 
Copway, in Indian costume, with a sketch of his life. 


Dead.— We regret to learn the death, on the 31st 
ult., of Benjamin T. Congdon, of New Bedford, Reg- 
ister of Deeds for Bristol County. Mr. Congdon was 
for several years publisher of the New Bedtord Cou- 
rier; and at various times held offices under the Gen- 
eral and State Governments. He was a worthy man, 
and much esteemed. 


Ee” Rev. Dr. Jarvis, formerly of St. Paul’s Church 
in Boston, died at his residence in Middletown, Ct., 
on the 29th ult. 


Death of F. S. Hill—~We learn that Mr. Frederick 
S. Hill, of this city, died yesterday very suddenly. He 
was formerly a printer and publisher in Boston, and 
afterwards became an actor and theatrical manager, of 
some celebrity. We did not learn the immediate 
cause of his death.—Boston Mail, 84h inst. 


Pennsylvania Legislature —The Senate of Pennsyl- 
vania, by a vote of 17 to 8, has passed bill to re- 
peal the law of 1847, so far as it prohibits the use of 
the jails of the Commonwealth for the safe-keeping 
of alleged fugitives. Propositions to repeal other 
parts of the bill were lost. 


Ee Galveston dates to the 28th say that a large 
number of negroes in Colerado county have succeeded 
in escaping into Mexico; and the late extensive plot 
was only partly frustrated, 


Rhode Island Election.—There is bad news for the 
mnie fom the Rhode Island election on Monday. 
The ocrats swept the State, on local issues. Al- 
len, the Democratic candidate for Governor, had 636 
majority over all others. Inthe Westera Congres- 
sional District, R. B. Thurston, Free Democrat, is 
chosen to Congress by 953 majority over all others. 
Mr. Thurston was formerly elected to Congress by a 
coalition of Free Soilers and Democrats, and voted 
right on all the great questions. In the Eastern 
District, King, the Whig candidate, was chosen by 
150 majority. The Democrats have the Senate and 
the Whigs the House. The res are—Senate, 
Democrats 17, Whigs 13, no choice 2, House, Dem- 
ocrats 33, Whigs 35, no choice 4. 


.—Early on Friday morning, 4th inst., the 
house of Mr. Phillips, in North Wontsssch, (Mnes.,) 
was destroyed by fire, and three of his chiidren were 
burnt to death, and another severe] rinjured. Mr. P., 
whilst endeavoring to save one of his children, had his 
ten toes completely burned off. His wife barely es- 

EF" Rio Janeiro dates to Feb. 11 report an explo- 
sion on board the French ship Eliza, from Havre for 
San Francisco, by which ten persons were killed out- 
right, and twenty severely wounded. 

g the French 


t The number of men 
is set down in 





‘Whom the gods ae they first mako} 


10N 18; 


On Sunday, the}. 








army at Rome for the ensuing year 
jthe estimate.at 10,000 infantey and 15,000 cavalry, 
These are for the protestion of the Pope. , 


‘EVERY. . FAMILY _ show 
HANDY te LD HAD 
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RUSSIA SALVE 
VEGETABLE OINTMENT. 


INTRODUCED IN 1505, 
TWENY-FIVE YEARS EXPERIENCE 
THE 


HAS ESTABLISHED 
RUSSIA SALVE 
AS THE 
VERY BEST REMEDY 
CUTS, 
BURNS, 
SCALDS, 
CHILBLAINS, 
FLESH WOUNDS, 
CHAPPED HANDS, 
BOILS, FELONS, SORES, 
INJURY BY SPLINTERS, 
FROST-BITTEN PARTS OF THE Bopy, 
SORE EYES, OLD sorzs, : 
PILES, ke. 





TWENTY-FIVE CENTS PER nox, 
THE POOR MAN’S FRIEND 


DWARD YOUNG, cabinet-maker, 58 ¢ 

4 In the year 1842, was injured by a Teenie 
on my leg; it caused the leg to swell! and bedeens iit 
flamed, and caused the most awful ulcers and a 
that defied the skill and treatment of the best frner 
cians of Quebec, the place of my residence at that 
time. Dr. Douglas, one of the most popular surgeons 
of Quebec, assured me there was little hope of my re. 
covery. x 

I came to Boston; my limbs were now both 
ed. I applied to Dr. Phelps: he tried his skill 
without any success, and I was then induced to call 
upon Dr. Warren, who gave me some relief; but af. 
ter some time, I grew quite disheartened, my limbs 
were almost a mass of sores from my knees down to 
my ankles, scarcely allowing me to sleep or rest, da 
or night. I had read a good deal about Russia Slave, 
but having used so many advertised plasters and 
salves, and tried so many things, that I felt little in. 
terest in the Russia Salve ; although repeatedly adyis- 
ed by my friends to try it, I was too skeptical to do 80. 
At length, aman brought me a box of Russia Salve, 
which I applied to my limbs, as the direetions im. 
plied. I really began to fed a sensation of peculiar 

leasantness about my raging sores. I went down to 
ding & Co’s, 8 State street, and bought two boxes, 
I have used, in all, nearly four boxes of this great 
Salve. My limbs are now, with the exception of the 
sears, as perfect as ever they were. The ulcers have 
healed up, the sores have nearly all disappeared, and 
I hesitate not to say, that by the time I have used the 
fourth box of the Russia Salve, I shall be cured. | 
consider my case one of the severest tests the Salye 
could possibly encounter, 

I would add, that having the Salve in my house, and 
amember of my family suffering very much from 
Piles, I recommended the use of the Russia Salve, 
which cured them with great ease, and in a very brief 
space of time. i 

Yours, very respectfully, 
EDWARD YOUNG, 
58 Carver street, Boston. 
To Messrs. Redding & Co., 8 State st., Boston. 


Wholesale Retail Agents for the United States, 
REDDING & CO., 8 State st., Boston, 


This Salve is put up in neat stamped metal boxes, 
with an engraved label illustrated with the above cut, 
without which none are genuine 
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Fer the Cure of 
COUGHS, COLDS, 
HOARSENESS, BRONCHITIS, 
W HOOPING-COUGH, CROUP, 
ASTHMA ant CONSUMPTION. 


| truly valuable remedy for all diseases of the 

Lungs and Throat has become the clief reliance 
ofthe afflicted, as it is the most certain cure known 
for the above complaints, While it is a most pow- 
erful remedial agent in the most desperate and almost 
hopeless cases of Consumption, it is also, 1n diminish- 
ed doses, one of the mildest and most agreeable 
family medicines for common coughs and colds. Read 
below the opinion of men who are known to the 
world; and the world respect their opinions. 


FROM PROF. HITCHCOCK, 

James C. Ayres: Sir—I have used your ‘ Cherry 
Pectoral’ in my own case of deep-seated Bronchitis, 
and am satisfied from its chemical constitution _ 
isan admirable compound for the relief of laryng? 
difficulties. If my opinion as to its supenor charac 
ter can be of any service, you are at liberty to use it 
as you think proper. s 

7 EDWARD HITCHCOCK, LL. D., 

President of Amherst College. 


From the ‘LONDON LANCET’ 
‘AYER’S CHERRY PECTORAL is one of the 
most valuable preparations that has fallen under on 
notice. After a careful cxamination, we do not os 
itate to say we have a large appreciation of its were 
and the fullest confidence in its usefulness for cough 
and lung complaints.’ 


Dr. Brewster, of Windham county, Conn., sends 
us the following testimony :— Zs 

Dr. J. C. Ayer: Dear Sir—I have enclosed 7 
acertificate from Mrs. Catharine A.C ay, o nae 
respectable lady of this village, wife of Mr. Set ra 
Deputy Sheriff, Windham county, Connecticut ome 
cure in her case was very prompt, and has attr 
General attention: 4. BREWSTER, ¥ D. 


DIRECT EVIDENCE. 


; i der 
, Lowell: Dear Sir—Feeling = 

eos to ys the restoration of my or & 
hich you are & 

send you a report of my a ~- tin angen 


os ona took. a bad cold, accompanied by 9 Oe 
cough, and made use of many medicin Aaicmeore 2 


taining relicf. I was obliged to give UP seep st sight. 
Ty Peotore 
. . ad accozG~ 
the use of which I immediately commence the sith 


cough ased, and all by the use 0" 

uable Tastes “ E. S. STONE, 4. M.. 

Principal of Mt. Hope Seminary 

From Dr. Bryant, Druggist and Postmaster, Chic- 
opee Falls, Mass :— 

West Kuurety, Conn, ye pe 

This may certify, that I was sh ie oa 

severe in the winter of "47-45, Res ot a 


edicines i in, and was cured by | of? 
ane Pectoral. CATHERINE K. CAD} 
Prepared by J. C. AYER, Chemist, Lowe: ses. 
and sold by all Druggists and Dealers 3 
t the country, 
el 
JOHN CURTIS & co0:, 
TAILORS, 
ysou UN10%:) 


, (THREE DOORS 
No. 6 Ann Srreet, ( qixGs. Al 


SSIMERES and VES 
C a renerl eur of Fashionable and Ready me 
G. ca CURTIS. 
a. p, ATKINS. 


April i. ee 
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